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CUBA. 


THE  NEED  FOR  BRITISH  ENTERPRISE. 

E    war    has    taught    the    world    more 
i  geography     and     history     than     a 

century  of  ordinary  education  would  have 
imparted.  It  has  destroyed  many  in- 
herited prejudices  and  shattered  the 
complacency  which  was  shackling  the 
imagination  that  built  up  the  British  Empire. 
As  Peace  introduces  a  new  era  of  inter- 
national comity  which  will  test  the  bonds 
forged  between  the  Allied  countries,  this 
seems  an  opportune  time  to  present  some 
simple  facts  regarding  Cuba,  a  young 
member  of  the  family  of  nations,  that  has 
stood  solidly  with  the  Allies  from  the  outset, 
but  of  whom  the  British  people  know  so 
little.  We  have  special  interests  in  the 
West  Indies,  and  there  are  sentimental  and 
practical  reasons  why  we  should  have  a 
cordial  understanding  with  our  largest 
neighbour  there,  nearly  the  size  of  England. 

In  the  average  Atlas  the  Pearl  of  the 
'Antilles  appears  only  as  a  small  crescent  on 
the  map  of  the  Western  Hemisphere,  and 
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our  sense  of  proportion  suffers.  Few 
people  realize  that  the  national  area  of  Cuba 
is  46,000  square  miles,  with  a  coast  line  of 
more  than  2,000  miles,  or  that  Havana  is 
a  more  pretentious  city  than  many  famous 
European  capitals.  There  are  2,650  miles 
of  railroads  in  the  Island,  the  chief  of  which 
are  owned  by  British  companies. 

CUBA'S  AMAZING  PROGRESS. 
When  Alexis  de  Tocqueville  convinced 
Europe  by  his  history  of  American  achieve- 
ment the  United  States  had  existed  for  half 
a  century.  Such  an  historian  could  make 
an  astonishing  record  of  progress  in  Cuba 
to-day,  though  the  Island  has  had  less  than 
a  generation  of  independence,  which  started 
with  a  population  smaller  than  that  of  the 
early  United  States;  with  vast  areas 
devastated  during  the  struggle  for  freedom, 
and  with  its  people  ruined  and  reduced  by 
fighting  at  great  odds  and  by  starvation. 

SOME  SIGNIFICANT  FIGURES. 
Since  its  inception  the  Republic  has 
increased  its  commerce  500%.  To-day, 
commercially,  Cuba  ranks  fourth  in  the 
New  World.  Her  imports  are  the  largest 
in  Latin  America.  Her  total  foreign  com- 
merce in  1918  was  $710,947,466.  Her 
rapidly  advancing  volume  of  trade  will  soon 
place  her  next  to  the  United  States  and 
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Canada.  Yet  while  exports  from  the 
United  Kingdom  ~to  Cuba  are  hovering 
near  $10,000,000,  those  of  the  United 
States  last  year  were  approximately 
$223,000,000.  Through  our  pre-war  apathy 
it  is  practically  impossible  to  get  a  direct 
passage  from  the  British  Isles  to  Cuban 
ports,  though  you  can  go  to  Havana  direct 
from  Havre  or  Cadiz.  It  is  also  difficult  to 
dispatch  goods  with  certainty  and  prompt- 
ness except  through  the  United  States. 

During  the  war,  reduced  space  and  pres- 
sure of  events  prevented  the  Press  from 
giving  the  war  efforts  of  Cuba  the  notice 
that  they  deserved.  When  Dr.  Bustamente, 
the  leader  of  the  Cuban  Peace  Delegation 
was  placed  on  important  international  com- 
mittees at  the  Conference,  one  London 
editor  found  that  the  Island  had  been 
omitted  from  his  list  of  cobelligerents. 
President  Wilson,  M.  Clemenceau  and  many 
French  editors  knew  by  repute  one  of  the 
most  brilliant  men  of  contemporary  Latin 
America.  But  past  training  and  tradition 
turns  British  eyes  chiefly  eastward,  hence 
our  wide  recognition  of  the  notable  war 
efforts  of  Siam.  We  are  strangely  slow  in 
adjusting  ourselves  to  the  growth  of 
Western  nations  achieved  during  our  parish- 
pump  decade  prior  to  1914. 
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Mr.  Barrett,  Director  of  the  Pan  American 
Union,  says  : — 

"  It  is  no  exaggeration  to  speak  of  Cuba  as  the 
*  key  to  the  Western  Hemisphere.'  Her  strategic 
position  between  North  and  South  America,  com- 
manding the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  Caribbean  Sea, 
as  well  as  her  rare  quality  as  a  country,  entitles 
her  to  this  definition.  Her  influence  in  the  cause 
of  Pan-Americanism,  her  record  in  the  history  of 
the  New  World,  her  large  commerce,  her  extra- 
ordinary wealth  of  resources  and  products,  in 
proportion  to  area  and  population,  her  unique 
geographical  position,  support  this  description. 
Just  as  the  influence  of  men  does  not  depend 
upon  their  stature,  but  upon  their  brain  quality, 
so  Cuba's  place  in  the  family  of  nations  depends 
not  on  her  area  but  on  what  she  really  is,  has, 
and  does." 

In  the  dark  hours  of  April,  1918,  France 
officially  celebrated  Cuba's  first  war  anni- 
versary. There  were  appropriate  functions 
in  Paris,  the  press  under  headlines  L'Anni- 
versaire  Cubain  re-echoed  official  expressions 
of  gratitude,  and  Le  Grand  Cordon  de  la 
Legion  d'Honneur  was  conferred  on  Presi- 
dent Menocal,  with  decorations  for  other 
prominent  Cubans.  When  the  British  War 
Mission  was  received  with  honour  and 
enthusiasm  in  Havana  only  one  London 
newspaper  mentioned  it.  Belgium  has  just 
sent  a  special  mission  to  thank  Cuba  for  her 
work.  In  the  United  States  the  Island  has 
had  unstinted  praise.  In  a  private  message 
to  the  writer  last  year  Colonel  Roosevelt 
expressed  the  pride  that  he  felt  in  the  stand 
made  by  the  nation  for  whose  liberation  he 
fought  when  the  United  States  struck  the 
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final  blow  in  the  Island's  bitter  fight  for 
Independence.  It  is  obvious  that  we  are 
the  only  sufferers  if  we  neglect  our  friends 
however  small,  and  it  is  neither  good 
breeding,  nor  good  business  if  trade  has 
to  be  one  of  our  gods. 

The  very  efficient  Commission  of  Propa- 
ganda in  Havana,  passing  over  its  oppor- 
tunities for  national  advertisement  abroad, 
has  devoted  its  entire  energies  to  preaching 
the  cause  of  the  Allies  in  Latin  America, 
and  in  stimulating  the  generosity  of  its  own 
people  in  the  dispatch  of  money  and  supplies 
for  the  wounded  and  homeless  in  Europe. 
Our  commercial  interests  have  suffered  for 
many  years  because  of  our  apathy,  obsolete 
notions,  and  lack  of  information  regarding 
Cuba.  I  have,  therefore,  prepared  this 
unpretentious  account  of  her  war  efforts 
supplemented  by  some  general  facts  of  our 
commerce  and  of  modern  conditions  in  this 
progressive  country. 

OUR  LACK  OF  INTEREST. 
As  one  of  a  small  group  of  Englishmen 
who  from  motives  of  simple  patriotism  have 
attempted  for  several  years  to  create  at  home 
a  greater  knowledge  of  Cuba,  when  each 
month  produced  fresh  evidence  of  the 
strides  made  there  by  the  United  States 
and  Germany,  some  of  the  statistics  now 
presented  seem  to  be  a  sad  commentary  on 
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the  lack  of  interest  of  the  British  public 
in  foreign  affairs  which  are  closely  identified 
with  the  welfare  of  our  commerce.  This 
should  be  stimulated  by  the  Government 
through  the  Press,  as  in  America  during 
the  past  decade.  What  does  the  average 
man  know  or  care  about  Latin  America, 
its  culture,  progress,  or  its  opportunities? 
His  ideas  of  the  leading  countries  there 
are  based  on  crude  misconceptions  gathered 
from  the  temporary  chaos  of  one  or  two 
small  and  retrogressive  republics.  This  is 
like  taking  a  small  unfortunate  Balkan  State 
as  a  standard  for  European  civilization. 

GLANCING  RECENTLY  AT  A  SMALL  FILE  OF 
A  LEADING  NEW  YORK  NEWSPAPER,  I  COUNTED 
OVER  A  HUNDRED  COLUMNS  OF  GENERAL  NEWS, 
CONDITIONS,  AND  TRADE  OPPORTUNITIES  IN 
LATIN  AMERICA.  NEARLY  ONE  HALF  OF 
THESE  DEALT  WITH  CUBA.  Is  IT  ANY 
WONDER,  THEREFORE,  THAT  THE  UNITED 
STATES  is  GETTING  THE  LION'S  SHARE  OF 

TRADE  IN  MARKETS  WHERE  A  FEW  YEARS  AGO 
WE  HELD  A  PROMISING  PLACE.  THE  WAR 

HAS  ONLY  AGGRAVATED  A  CONDITION  CREATED 
BY  NEGLECT. 

CUBA'S    PART    IN    THE    WAR. 

FRIENDLY  NEUTRALITY. 
The  completion  of  the  Panama  Canal  has 
greatly   increased    the    strategic    importance 
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of  Cuba.  In  the  elaborate  plans  made  to 
furthe-  German  aims  in  the  West,  the 
sheltered  and  isolated  cayos  on  the  Cuban 
coast  vere  to  play  an  important  part  in 
providing"  supply  bases  for  raiders,  sub- 
marines, and  enemy  warships  in  the 
Western  Atlantic.  Fast  neutral  steamers 
plying  between  Spain  and  Cuba  could  pro- 
vide the  most  prompt  and  secure  com- 
munication for  Germany  with  the  West 
free  from  general  interference.  But  from 
the  outset  President  Menocal,  a  member  of 
the  family  of  the  famous  engineer  who 
projected  the  Nicaragua  Canal,  enforced 
a  code  of  friendly  neutrality  which  non- 
plussed enemy  agents  who  were  enjoying 
practical  immunity  in  other  neutral  coun- 
tries. When  raiders  were  playing  their 
greatest  havoc  with  British  shipping, 
cavalry  patrols  were  used  to  sweep  across 
remote  cayos  at  low  tide,  and  to  guard  the 
shore  of  promising  bays  and  inlets  where 
supplies  could  be  cached.  It  is  a  noteworthy 
fact  that  two  important  raiders  loaded  with 
crews  and  spoil  from  Allied  ships  decided 
to  risk  the  final  run  for  shelter  in  the 
Delaware,  rather  than  face  the  rigid  neu- 
trality of  more  convenient  Cuban  ports. 
These  ships  were  promptly  interned,  how- 
ever, when  they  reached  American  waters. 
The  work  of  the  Cuban  Secret  Service 
was  admirable  throughout.  By  its  agency 
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many  far-reaching  plots  in  the  Jnited 
States,  Central  and  South  America  were 
foiled.  When  our  increased  naval  vigilance 
in  the  North  Sea  had  negatived  the  utility 
of  Dutch  and  Scandinavian  steamers,  the 
flood  of  German  agents  in  Spain  found  that 
their  direct  line  westward  was  also  short- 
circuited  and  useless. 

CUBA  JOINS  THE  ALLIES. 

When  the  Lusitania  was  sunk,  popular 
feeling  in  Cuba  had  risen  to  boiling  point. 
There  were  angry  demonstrations  in  many 
cities.  Prominent  Germans  were  ostracised. 
In  both  Houses  eminent  leaders  had  de- 
manded war,  echoing  the  popular  voice. 
For  diplomatic  reasons,  however,  action 
was  deferred  until  the  United  States  made 
its  decision.  Directly  the  news  was  flashed 
to  Havana,  the  President  penned  his  mes- 
sage, and  a  few  hours  after  Washington 
had  decided,  both  Houses  in  Cuba  voted 
unanimously  for  war  amid  frenzied  scenes 
of  enthusiasm  among  the  people  \vhose 
impatience  had  been  curbed  for  many 
months. 

Thus,  Cuba  entered  the  war  April  7th, 
1917.  The  German  ships  in  her  ports  were 
seized  and  turned  over  to  the  Allies, 
oblivious  to  self  interest  which  was  already 
suffering  from  lack  of  shipping.  The 
immense  commercial  organizations  of  the 
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eneny  were  wound  up  promptly,  and  all 
Gerrran  subjects  were  interned.  The  splen- 
did ports  of  the  Island  were  opened  to 
Alliec  warships  and  the  small  Cuban  Navy 
took  wer  effective  areas  for  patrol.  Profit- 
able sagar  sales  to  neutrals  were  cancelled, 
and  tie  Government  enforced  measures  to 
send  ;he  entire  crops  to  the  Allies  at  a 
fixed  and  moderate  price,  also  stimulating 
the  production  of  alcohol  and  other  by- 
products used  in  making  explosives.  With 
the  cost  of  every  factor  in  production  rising 
by  leaps  and  bounds,  the  moderate  price 
fixed  for  centrifugal  sugar  to  the  Allies  is 
the  most  notable  act  of  non-profiteering 
recorded  during  the  war.  Cuba  refused 
neutral  offers  for  cargoes  at  ten  times  the 
price  fixed  for  the  Allied  countries. 

The  Regular  Army,  20,000  men,  the  most 
effective  military  force  in  Latin  America, 
armed  and  trained  on  American  lines,  was 
already  on  a  war  footing.  A  bill  was  passed 
for  compulsory  military  service,  and 
arrangements  were  made  to  send  a  division 
of  picked  Regulars  to  France.  A  large 
number  of  officers  and  men  went  to  the 
United  States  for  a  final  course  of  trench 
warfare  at  training  camps  under  European 
instructors. 

The  activity  of  thousands  of  German 
reservists  in  neutral  Latin  countries  was 
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stimulated  by  the  entry  of  the  United  Stites, 
and  threats  were  made  against  the  Paiama 
Canal  and  the  Texas  border.  There  were 
also  plans  made  to  equip  privateers  to  raid 
the  coasts  of  the  British  West  Indies.  The 
advantage  of  Cuba  as  an  effective  oitpost 
for  the  Allies  with  forces  ready  for  emer- 
gencies, was  obvious,  and  the  dispaxh  of 
Cuban  troops  to  the  front  was  deferred 
at  the  request  of  the  United  States. 

An  ambulance  service  with  modern  equip- 
ment, and  staffed  by  a  hundred  surgeons, 
was  organised  and  sent  to  France.  A 
Cuban  contingent  served  with  distinction  in 
the  Foreign  Legion,  suffering  Heavy  losses 
with  the  Colonial  Division  that  fought  next 
to  the  Iron  39th.  A  number  of  English- 
speaking  volunteers  subsequently  joined  the 
British  army,  enlisting  through  the  Military 
Mission  in  New  York.  Many  skilled  air- 
men entered  the  French  Air  Service,  in- 
cluding Major  Terry,  a  scion  of  one  of  the 
many  English  planter  families  identified 
with  Cuba  ,who  afterwards  commanded  one 
of  the  national  squadrons. 

The  work  of  the  Cuban  Secret  Service,  a 
desire  to  hamper  sugar  production,  and  also 
to  embarrass  the  United  States,  stirred 
enemy  agents  to  foment  diplomatic  trouble 
for  Cuba  with  her  mainland  neighbours. 
But  Conscription  had  now  enrolled  all  males 


CUBA.  15 

between  20  and  .30,  an  emphatic  answer  to 
German  bluster,  and  enemy  intrigues 
gradually  overreached  themselves.  A 
general  reaction  was  setting  in.  Brazil 
joined  the  Allies  on  October  26th,  1917, 
enemy  influence  waned  rapidly  elsewhere, 
and  fresh  efforts  could  be  made  to  send 
Cuban  troops  abroad.  But  transport  diffi- 
culties now  could  not  be  rapidly  overcome, 
France  could  no  longer  arrange  the  tonnage, 
our  aid  was  impossible  and  Cuba  had  turned 
over  her  own  share  of  seized  ships. 

The  Army  was  reviewed  by  General  Sir 
Charles  Barter,  K.C.B.,  in  the  presence  of 
Sir  Maurice  de  Bunsen  and  other  members 
of  the  British  War  Mission.  Inspector 
Generals  from  the  United  States  also  made 
eulogistic  reports,  and  had  arranged  final 
details  of  transportation  when  the  armistice 
intervened.  Cuba  was  bitterly  disappointed 
that  these  forces  did  not  reach  the  front. 
But  in  the  far-flung  strategy  of  the  wrar  the 
Island  filled  an  important  role  nevertheless, 
especially  to  the  United  States.  In  other 
ways  also  invaluable  contributions  to  the 
general  cause  of  the  Allies  have  been 
rendered. 

THE  CUBAN  RED  CROSS. 
The  Red  Cross  Society  which  had  worked 
enthusiastically   from   the   outset    redoubled 
its  efforts  after  the  Republic  declared  war. 
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President  Menocal  extended  a  deep  measure 
of  official  support  to  facilitate  the  work  of 
the  organization  which  was  under  the 
personal  direction  of  his  wife.  Large  con- 
signments of  supplies  and  clothing  were 
continued  for  the  destitute  families  of 
Flanders,  with  weekly  shipments  (generally 
exceeding  a  hundred  cases)  of  hospital 
dressings,  medical  comforts,  pyjamas,  and 
supplies  for  the  wounded,  and  knit  articles, 
conserves,  tobacco,  and  cigarettes  for  the 
troops. 

A  large  number  of  well-known  Cuban 
ladies  were  trained  as  nurses,  and  served 
in  France.  Among  those  cited  for  special 
service  with  the  French  wounded  were  the 
Countess  Beaumont,  the  Marquise  de  Manry, 
Miss  Castillo  Duany,  Countess  DuCros, 
Mrs.  Bonetard,  Miss  Ponce  de  Leon,  Miss 
Tejedor,  Miss  Garcia,  and  the  Countess 
Montangon  who  died  from  exposure  after 
arduous  work  in  advanced  casualty  clearing 
stations  and  whose  husband  was  killed  in 
the  French  service.  Prominent  Cubans 
maintained  one  section  of  a  famous  military 
hospital  in  Paris  through  the  entire  war, 
and  another  large  hospital  was  equipped 
and  sustained  at  Cambo,  with  a  volunteer 
staff  of  Cuban  doctors  and  nurses,  by  Sr. 
Abreu  who  lost  a  son  at  the  front.  The 
work  of  Dr.  de  Torres  in  the  special  hospital 
for  soldiers  with  contagious  diseases  in 
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Luchon  and  his  research  are  well  known 
in  England.  Two  ladies  who  assisted  this 
famous  Cuban  doctor,  Mrs.  de  la  Torre 
and  Mrs.  Mendiola,  and  voluntarily  exposed 
themselves  to  some  terrible  scourges,  must 
be  mentioned.  Several  Cuban  surgeons 
lost  their  lives  from  various  causes. 

Sr.  Conill  established  and  equipped  an 
ordnance  factory  which  was  operated  at 
exact  cost  for  the  French  Government,  and 
he  has  now  provided  some  large  workshops 
for  the  manual  training  of  maimed  soldiers. 
A  home  for  treatment  and  training  of  blind 
poilus  has  been  maintained  in  Paris  by  a 
Cuban  fund  managed  by  the  Consul  General, 
Sr.  Vallin,  and  Sr.  Cartaya  established  a 
free  dispensary  for  soldiers'  wives  and 
children,  with  a  staff  of  his  countrywomen 
as  nurses  and  helpers  for  refugees. 

Cuba  has  also  donated  large  sums 
regularly  to  the  Red  Cross  of  all  the  Allies, 
including  special  grants  to  Servia  and 
Montenegro,  and  for  disabled  soldiers  in 
the  British  Isles,  Australia,  and  Canada. 
A  fund  has  been  established  to  assist  in 
restoring  certain  French  towns.  The 
Government  is  now  founding  an  inter- 
national league  for  the  care  of  destitute 
orphans  of  soldiers,  an  organization  which 
will  include  representatives  of  each  Ally  for 
co-operation  in  carrying  out  the  work.  An 
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orphanage  has  already  been  established  in 
Paris  by  the  Cuban  Government  as  a 
nucleus  for  this  work. 

CUBAN  PROPAGANDA  IN  LATIN  AMERICA. 

Cuba  has  attained  a  position  of  importance 
in  the  more  recent  phases  of  the  pan- 
American  movement,  because  of  her  intimate 
relations  with  the  United  States.  Long 
before  our  belated  efforts  were  started  to 
stem  the  tide  of  German  propaganda  in  the 
West,  the  public  men  of  Cuba  were  carrying 
out  a  wide  campaign  to  counteract  its  effects 
in  Latin  America,  and  from  1914  this 
influence  made  steady  progress.  France 
cordially  recognized  this  from  its  inception, 
and  decorated  Senor  Mora,  the  editor  of 
"  El  Mundo,"  for  his  preliminary  efforts, 
and  Senator  Torriente  and  others  who  could 
afterwards  carry  on  the  work  officially. 

During  his  four  years  on  the  Western 
front,  Albert  Insua,  the  Cuban  novelist, 
who  is  widely  read  in  Spain  and  Spanish- 
speaking  countries,  reached  a  large  and 
difficult  public  with  his  trenchant  articles. 
The  appeals  to  the  SoutR  American  Repub- 
lics by  Senator  Torriente,  and  his  fearless 
denunciation  of  certain  policies  dictated 
there  by  German  influence,  deserve  a  place 
in  history.  The  convincing  book  "  Ladrones 
de  Tierras,"  by  Vicente  Suarez,  also 
should  be  mentioned.  By  subsidy  it  had  a 
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wide  circulation  m  places  where  propaganda 
was  necessary.  Packed  with  effective  illus- 
trations, the  Sinking  of  the  Lusitania, 
London  children  killed  by  Zeppelins,  the 
executions  of  Nurse  Cavell  and  Captain 
Fryatt,  scenes  from  devastated  France,  and 
the  achievements  of  the^  British  Army,  it 
epitomised  our  cause  more  emphatically 
than  any  of  our  sporadic  and  crude  propa- 
ganda in  the  New  World,  before  Mr.  Mair 
and  Mr.  Phillips  Oppenheim  organised  the 
work,  and  Sir  Eric  Hambro  took  charge  of 
Latin  America. 

Professor  de  Fuentes,  of  the  National 
University,  was  one  of  many  leaders  of 
Cuban  thought  and  culture  who  strengthened 
the  sentiments  of  fellow  intellectuals  in 
adjoining  countries,  the  vast  majority  of 
whom  were  pro  Ally.  ''The  Boletin  de 
Informacion,"  directed  by  Senor  Collantes 
of  the  Cuban  Commission  of  Propaganda, 
and  issued  monthly,  contained  an  effective 
summary  of  news,  speeches  and  war  efforts 
from  London,  Paris,  and  Rome.  Senator 
Perez,  Sr.  Cancio,  Dr.  Capote,  Justice 
Ferrer,  and  Sr.  Bello,  of  this  Commission, 
General  Nunez,  Dr.  Montoro,  Sr.  Desver- 
nine,  Dr.  Vazquez,  Dr.  Ortiz,  and  Senator 
Dolz  are  representative  of  a  long  list  of 
men  who  have  espoused  our  cause.  This 
influence  played  an  important  part  in  the 
revulsion  of  feeling  wrhich  swept  across 
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Latin  America  during  1917,  before  which 
Cuba  was  our  only  universal  friend.  Brazil 
declared  war  in  October,  1917.  Bolivia, 
Guatemala,  and  Nicaragua,  subsequently 
followed  by  Peru,  Uruguay,  and  Ecuador, 
severed  diplomatic  relations  with  Germany. 
Costa  Rica,  Haiti,  and  Honduras  entered 
the  war  a  few  months  later.  Panama  had 
loyally  joined  the  Allies  with  the  United 
States. 

In  all  Cuba's  efforts,  animated  by  the 
general  ideals  of  the  Entente,  influenced  by 
deep  intellectual  ties  with  France,  the 
dominant  note  has  been  an  appreciation  and 
tribute  for  British  sacrifice  and  achievement. 
The  average  American  to-day  has  no  ade- 
quate comprehension  of  the  casualties  of 
the  British  army,  of  the  millions  of  men 
who  voluntarily  enlisted,  or  of  what  the 
world  owes  to  the  Silent  Navy.  By  one 
small  country  only  have  these  facts  been 
spread  broadcast,  with  an  effective  array  of 
statistics  and  ratio  in  concise  and  impres- 
sive form  to  silence  the  far-flung  parrot-cry 
that  England  would  fight  to  the  last  French- 
man and  American. 

There  are  men  of  all  classes  at  home  who 
disregard  foreign  opinion.  During  the  first 
two  years  of  war  the  fixed  policy  of  the 
military  authorities  was  to  discourage  the 
activity  of  visiting  journalists  and  to  drive 
them  to  the  enemy  side,  where  they  enjoyed 
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every  facility.  Established  far  too  late,  the 
Ministry  of  Information  was  the  first 
department  to  be  closed  after  the  armistice, 
just  as  a  small  army  of  apostles  for  the 
United  States  was  deploying  over  the  world. 
Anyone  who  has  travelled  widely  must 
realize  how  much  ground  we  have  lost  by 
a  fatuous  tendency  to  ignore  the  popular 
amenities  which  to-day  are  far  more  im- 
portant than  diplomatists  in  maintaining 
friendly  relations. 

The  work  of  Mr.  Louis  Raemakers  has 
been  as  potent  as  an  extra  division  to  the 
Allies.  In  like  manner  scores  of  other 
names  come  to  mind  of  men  to  whom  we 
owe  a  debt  of  gratitude,  especially  in  Latin 
America,  though  their  efforts  were  generally 
overlooked.  For  this  reason  I  have  referred 
to  a  few  of  the  spokesmen  in  the  unanfmous 
voice  of  Cuba  for  our  cause  and  ideals. 
France  understands  that  international  ties 
must  be  based  on  something  more  human 
than  commerce,  and  her  strong  bonds  with 
the  Western  nations  to-day  have  been 
strengthened  by  M.  Clemenceau's  sym- 
pathetic and  personal  knowledge  of  those 
growing  countries,  and  his  intimacy  with 
their  culture  and  aspirations.  '  The 
moment  that  we  have  a  true  view  of  the 
universe  we  possess  it." 
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ANGLO-CUBAN  RELATIONS. 

In  his  report  to  the  Foreign  Office  regard- 
ing the  reception  of  the  British  Mission,  Mr. 
Stephen  Leech,  our  Minister  in  Havana, 
wrote  : — 

"  During  my  long  residence  in  Cuba  I 
haveg^vitnessed  the  arrival  and  welcome  of 
a  variety  of  missions  and  prominent  persons 
from  different  countries,  and  I  can  record 
none  who  received  so  genuinely  cordial  a 
reception  as  did  Sir  Maurice  de  Bunsen  and 
those  who  accompanied  him.  There  have 
always  existed  here  strong  feelings  of  friend- 
ship for  Great  Britain  and  this  visit  provided 
a  special  opportunity  of  demonstrating 
Cuban  sympathy." 

Writing  subsequently  to  Mr.  Balfour,  Sir 
Maurice  de  Bunsen,  after  referring  to  the 
warmth  of  Allied  feeling  in  Cuba,  added  : — 
"  The  President  has  carried  through  the 
Legislature  a  measure  of  conscription  for  the 
army.  The  troops  turn  out  well,  as  we 
had  an  opportunity  of  remarking  at  a  review 
iheld  by  President  Menocal  in  honour  of  the 
Mission,  Lieut. -General  Sir  Charles  Barter 
taking  the  salute  at  the  request  of  the  Presi- 
dent. Assisted  throughout  by  Mr.  Leech, 
His  Majesty's  Minister,  we  spent  four  in- 
teresting days  ....  receiving  the  hospitable 
attentions  of  an  active  reception  committee 
in  the  form  of  banquets  and  other  entertain- 
ments. Mr.  Leech  is  on  excellent  terms 
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with  the  Government  and  with  the   British 
community." 

The  progress  of  Cuba  vindicates  the 
friendly  sympathy  expressed  by  the  British 
people  when  the  intervention  of  the  United 
States  struck  the  final  blow  in  the  Island's 
long  struggle  for  independence.  This  sym- 
pathy laid  the  first  foundation  of  Anglo- 
American  friendship  and  unity.  Neither  the 
Americans  nor  Cubans  forget  the  attitude  of 
the  English  Admiral  when  the  German  ships 
attempted  to  hamper  the  United  States  in 
Manila  Bay.  Great  Britain  stood  solidly  for 
American  policy  because  it  was  based  on 
unselfish  idealism,  in  support  of  human 
rights. 

SOME  CONDENSED  HISTORY. 
After  the  capture  of  Havana  in  1762 
Cuba  remained  in  British  hands  for  nearly 
a  year,  but  was  given  up  in  adventitious 
exchange  for  West  Florida  by  Lord  Bute. 
From  one  ship  monthly,  eleven  hundred 
entered  Havana  during  this  occupation  when 
it  was  a  free  port.  British  policy  hence- 
forth became  permanently  impressed  on  the 
colonial  mind  of  Cuba.  Clauses  in  Presi- 
dent Monroe's  message  in  1823  warning  the 
Holy  Alliance,  were  formulated  into  the 
famous  American  Doctrine  twenty  years 
later  from  the  fear  that  England  might 
acquire  Cuba  for  incorporation  with  the 
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West  Indian  colonies  according  to  the  desire 
of  many  dissatisfied  islanders  groaning  under 
a  retrogressive  administration.  Tentative 
Suggestions  of  the  purchase,  however,  were 
finally  abandoned  after  the  Ostend  manifesto 
when  Spain  sternly  rejected  the  projected 
offer  for  the  sale  of  the  Island  to  the  United 
States  for  $120,000,000. 

Henceforth  the  Cubans  planned  and  fought 
persistently  for  their  freedom  from  intoler- 
able  conditions,    and    in    the    final    struggle 
they  had  so  nearly  succeeded  that  when  the 
United  States  intervened  in  their  favour  the 
issue  was  decided  by  the  moderate  engage- 
ments near  Santiago  and  the  Naval  battle. 
In  the  large  Eastern  provinces  the  Federal 
troops  then  held  only  two  inland  towns,  the 
Cubans  maintaining  thteir  own  government 
over  25,000  square  miles  as  an  interesting 
communal    republic     rigorously    blockaded. 
The  West  was  a  desert  of  ashes  with  large 
garrisons  holding  the  larger  cities  and  the 
Cuban  forces  marching  at  will  in  the  interior. 
Had     the     United     States     recognised     the 
belligerency  of  the  army  which  had  check- 
mated    and     deadlocked     240,000     Federal 
troops   for  nearly   three   years,    the   Cubans 
could     have     secured     more     artillery     and 
ammunition  and  achieved  their  end.       Spain 
had  expended  money  and  blood  like  water 
without  the  glimmer  of  a  chance  for  victory. 
The     destruction     of     the     "  Maine  "     and 
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American  intervention  hastened  the  inevit- 
able and  enabled  the  baffled  Imperial  army 
to  withdraw  with  honour  after  purely  local 
engagements  on  outposts  by  one  city  garri- 
son with  an  advance  corps  of  the  American 
army. 

With  magnificent  altruism  the  United 
States  aided  in  the  reconstruction  of  Cuba 
and  withdrew,  leaving  the  Islanders  to  work 
out  their  own  destiny.  There  have  been 
hectic  political  troubles  unavoidable  in  a 
new  country,  but  the  march  of  triumphant 
progress  has  never  halted.  Even  South 
Africa  provides  no  finer  example  of  magna- 
nimity than  that  shown  by  the  Cubans 
towards  their  late  enemies.  The  interests 
and  rights  of  the  Spanish  residents  were 
safeguarded.  An  enlightened  Civil  code 
ensured  them  broad  constitutional  rights, 
and  to-day  Cuba  is  the  Mecca  for  thousands 
of  ambitious  and  progressive  Peninsulars 
who  seek  wider  opportunities. 

Our  share  in  Cuba's  trade  has  been 
inadequate.  Subsequent  chapters  will  give 
other  critera  beside  commerce  as  guages  of 
Cuban  advancement.  Yet  it  is  a  universal 
standard.  How  few  were  the  years  before 
the  war  when  our  total  exports  to  Germany 
were  one-third  less  than  Cuba's  foreign  pur- 
chases of  manufactured  goods  in  1918,  and 
included  raw  materials  necessary  for  home 
industries  !  Yet  we  were  lulled  with  the 
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plea  of  tolerance  that  we  must  show  for  our 
best  customer  !  In  1899  our  exports  to  the 
United  States  were  under  £35,000,000.  Ten 
markets  like  Cuba's  to-day  would  equal  the 
entire  volume  of  our  present  exports.  But 
what  does  the  general  public  know  or  care 
about  it?  The  publication  of  such  facts 
might  encroach  a  few  paragraphs  of  space 
from  Jazz  topics,  so  commercial  statistics 
become  buried  with  official  archives,  and  in 
time  the  government  will  be  blamed  as  the 
merry  whirl  goes  on  with  the  slogan  of  less 
work  and  more  pay,  while  a  small  minority 
with  brains  and  imagination  carries  out  the 
policies  which  save  the  day.  In  1913 
73,000  free  lectures  of  one  type  were 
delivered  in  the  United  States.  The  topics 
related  almost  entirely  to  foreign  countries 
and  the  audiences  were  chiefly  of  the  artizan 
class.  When  the  British  public  is  educated 
to  a  wider  view  of  the  world  we  shall  see 
great  changes  in  our  standing.  But  let  us 
consider  some  aspects  of  the  problem  of 
British  trade  with  Cuba. 
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BRITISH   TRADE  WITH  CUBA. 

A  few  years  ago,  when  Cuba's  develop- 
ment was  restricted,  many  classes  of  British 
goods  held  a  predominant  place  in  the  North 
Antillian  market.  What  a  triumph  for  our 
engineers  when  the  greatest  floating  dock 
was  towed  across  successfully  to  Havana 
harbour  !  From  railroad  engines  to  needles 
and  cotton  the  list  extended.  But  during 
the  War  of  Independence  British  merchants 
failed  to  interpret  the  signs  of  the  times. 

Only  through  a  lack  of  imagination  could 
doubts  have  existed  over  the  ultimate  future 
of  Cuba.  History  shows  that  absolutism 
cannot  crush  a  united  and  determined  people 
who  prove  their  quality  by  heroism,  sacrifice 
and  suffering,  to  gain  the  common  rights  of 
mankind.  The  Cubans  were  colonials  of 
direct  European  stock,  Castilian  with  strong 
strains  of  French,  English  and  Scotch  blood, 
and  with  no  part-Indian  element  to  compli- 
cate the  problems.  Through  political 
causes  thousands  of  the  best  men  had  been 
brought  up  or  educated  in  France,  the 
United  States,  or  England. 

In  the  dark  days  which  preceded  the 
change  of  regime,  through  greater  efforts 
to  estimate  the  future,  Americans  and  some 
Germans  were  able  to  make  an  advantageous 
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entry  into  many  fields  of  enterprise  aban- 
doned or  neglected  through  British  pes- 
simism and  apathy.  When  the  dawn  of 
a  new  era  was  lighting  the  horizon, 
foundations  for  future  development  were 
disregarded,  and  our  existing  interests  were 
sacrificed  when  initiative  at  home  and 
patience  of  those  on  the  spot  were  necessary. 
On  their  face  value  the  items  involved  were 
not  very  large,  but  their  measure  rested  with 
the  future,  and  there  was  no  official  inspira- 
tion to  guide. 

It  isv  easy  to  imagine  the  feelings  of 
Englishmen  who  gave  up  their  sugar 
plantations  or  parted  with  large  concessions 
of  cedar  and  mahogany  for  a  song,  or 
abandoned  good  land  for  a  few  shillings  an 
acre  in  districts  soon  networked  by  rail- 
roads and  filled  with  prosperous  plantations. 
Where  were  the  men  at  home  who  should 
have  been  prepared  to  assist  in  the  recon- 
struction, or  the  merchants  who  should  have 
had  agents  ready  for  new  commercial  oppor- 
tunities? Our  enterprise  was  not  lacking 
in  adjacent  countries  of  far  less  promise. 
Glaring  examples  might  be  quoted  of  apathy 
and  lack  of  foresight  which  restricted  Great 
Britain's  share  in  the  new  era  of  Cuba's 
prosperity.  If  Canadians  had  not  developed 
electric  traction  and  banking,  and  paved  the 
way  for  English  capital  to  build  the  trunk 
railroad,  Great  Britain  would  have  made  a 
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lamentable  showing-  in  the  two  decades  of 
progress  during1  which  America  and,  until 
1914,  German  interests  and  commerce  made 
great  strides. 

Before  the  War  of  Independence  Cuba's 
foreign  commerce  was  $147,000,000.  In 
1918  it  was  $710,947,466,  and  nearly  80% 
with  the  United  States.  During  the  Civil 
War  both  the  American  and  German  colonies 
in  Cuba  had  an  influx  of  farseeing  men  seek- 
ing future  opportunities.  Each  community 
was  animated  by  a  collective  impulse  to 
foster  the  interests  of  their  respective 
countries.  The  Germans  especially,  spoke 
Spanish,  lived  among  local  families,  and 
pooled  the  information  gathered,  for  the 
common  good.  The  British  generally  lived 
at  English  boarding-houses,  where  they  had 
little  opportunity  for  guaging  the  political 
trend,  and  they  were  divided  by  absurd  lines 
of  caste  and  by  cliques  which  prevented  an 
exchange  of  ideas  or  mutuality.  Few  knew 
the  language  or  took  any  interest  in  local 
conditions. 

For  one  period  the  British  Consulate  \vas 
a  citadel  of  Ambassadorial  sanctity.  Busi- 
ness men  rarely  entered  its  doors.  The 
American  Consulate  was  a  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, Information  Bureau  and  Club,  with 
interpreters  always  available  for  commercial 
transactions,  and  catalogues  and  helpful 

Ivice  for  local  merchants.       Too  frequently 
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British  commercial  visitors  relied  on  Ger- 
man interpreters,  agents  of  commercial 
espionage. 

Most  travellers  over  the  Seven  Seas  have 
either  laughed  or  winced  at  the  joke  :  "  Why 
is  the  British  Consul  General? — Because  he 
is  paid  to  make  a  noise  with  a  monocle  from 
1  to  2  with  an  hour  off  for  lunch  !"  But 
the  blame  for  our  failures  in  Cuba  cannot  all 
be  laid  at  official  doors.  For  some  years 
our  consular  reports  from  the  Island  have 
been  voluminous  and  good.  The  Consular 
Staff  has  advanced  far  beyond  the  old  tradi- 
tion which  took  a  paternal  interest  in  our 
sailors  and  left  commerce  to  develop  itself, 
except  when  judicial  rights  had  to  be  safe- 
guarded. We  have  had  officials  tempera- 
mentally unfitted  to  represent  a  commercial 
nation.  There  have  also  been  notable  men 
in  the  service  like  Mr.  D.  Turnbull,  who 
took  a  leading  part  in  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  Cuba,  and  Mr.  F.  W.  Ramsden,  to 
whom  the  American  Navy  Tias  erected  a 
memorial  tablet  in  Santiago.  Famous  for 
his  action  in  preventing  the  "  Virginius  " 
massacres,  he  also  rendered  magnificent  ser- 
vice in  extending  British  interests  in  Cuba 
in  a  previous  era,  and  nobly  sacrificed  his 
life  in  caring  for  the  starving  non-combatants 
during  the  American  invasion,  mourned  by 
every  race  and  class. 
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A  PAROCHIAL  DECADE. 
The  chief  onus  of  our  failures  rests  at 
home.  Dependant  on  foreign  and  colonial 
trade,  we  have  been  singularly  indifferent  to 
general  conditions  abroad.  With  two 
exceptions  the  London  Press  printed  nothing 
illuminating  about  the  radical  changes  in 
Cuba  except  during  the  actual  Spanish- 
American  conflict.  When  the  Island  was 
recovering,  and  its  progress  was  obvious  to 
those  who  really  knew  the  country  and  the 
qualities  of  the  leaders  who  had  guided  the 
people  to  freedom,  the  South  African  war 
carried  public  interest  onward  to  the 
intensely  parochial  decade  when  strikes,  old 
age  pensions,  and  national  insurance  held 
the  stage.  While  Americans  were  gaining 
our  New  World  markets,  and  Germany  was 
also  developing  her  mercantile  marine  at  our 
expense,  letters  from  an  English  resident  in 
Havana  regarding  this,  were  rejected  by  two 
ponderous  dailies  which  devoted  much  space 
to  controversies  regarding  the  revision  of  the 
Prayer  Book,  resulting  in  the  momentous 
decision  that  "  the  wicked  shall  descend  into 
Hell  "  be  changed  to  Pit,  and  that  Honour 
should  be  substituted  for  "  Kiss  the  son  lest 
he  be  angry."  Cuba  merely  affords  a 
pregnant  example  of  a  policy  determined  by 
'a  public  that  cares  nothing  about  other 
countries  unless  pestilence,  war,  earthquake 
or  lynching  gives  them  a  news  value. 
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The  American  Press  teemed  with  articles 
destined  to  create  a  wide  interest  in  Cuban 
affairs  and  commercial  opportunities.  A 
score  of  important  books  on  the  Island  had 
a  large  sale  in  the  United  States*  and  there 
are  standard  works  in  Paris,  but  no  English 
editions.  Americans  were  soon  gaining  an 
increasing  share  in  Cuban  trade,  and  though 
they  have  enjoyed  certain  advantages,  and 
were  bound  to  outdistance  us,  there  is  not 
a  sound  reason  or  excuse  for  our  insignifi- 
cant showing  before  the  war.  Neglect  and 
indifference  were  the  keynotes  of  our  failure. 
We  can  no  longer  expect  other  nations  to 
come  with  their  hat  in  their  hands  and  beg 
for  our  goods. 

It  may  be  urged  that  we  have  maintained 
a  fair  increase  in  our  exports  to  Cuba.  A 
glance  at  comparative  statistics  proves  that 
the  proportion  has  been  grossly  inadequate. 
In  Cuba  a  few  years  ago  there  was  an 
emphatic  prejudice  in  favour  of  British 
goods.  They  stood  for  quality,  for  honesty 
of  description  and  manufacture.  We  packed 
carefully,  and  our  credit  was  far  more 
generous  than  the  terms  offered  by  our 
chief  competitors.  But  Americans  started 
to  study  local  wants.  They  have  gone  after 
Cuban  trade  vigorously,  and  gained  it  by 
an  intelligent  campaign,  which  has  been 
more  effective  than  tariff  concessions  which 
British  prices  could  generally  meet.  They 
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have  kept  Cuba  in  the  public  eye  at  home, 
and  advertised  there. 

Before  the  war  Germany  also  published 
much  Cuban  data  to  instruct  her  merchants 
and  capitalists,  especially  during  the  period 
of  reconstruction,  when  Cuba  was  never 
mentioned  in  the  British  Press,  except  in 
periodic  paragraphs  written  apparently  by 
the  same  Hostile  pen — a  series  of  base  libels 
of  the  Cuban  people,  apparently  issued  to 
discourage  British  investments  in  the  Island. 

Germany  never  reached  us  in  the  actual 
volume  of  her  exports  to  Cuba,  but  she 
created  almost  out  of  nothing  a  profitable 
share  of  commerce  chiefly  at  our  expense ; 
she  cut  deeply  into  our  shipping  and  estab- 
lished several  local  enterprises*  investing  a 
great  deal  of  capital.  We  must  not  over- 
look also  the  exports  made  by  companies 
incorporated  in  New  York,  but  in  reality 
direct  branches  of  German  firms,  with  large 
bonded  storage  facilities  arranged  by  their 
Steamship  Lines  in  Hoboken,  where  British 
Shipping  Companies  were  restricted  to  the 
limited  space  of  leased  piers  on  the  New 
York  side  of  the  Hudson. 

A  SHORT-SIGHTED  SHIPPING  POLICY. 
The   opening   of   the    Panama   canal   was 
bound  to  increase  the  value  of  Cuba's  sea- 
ports.       It     also     attracted     trTousaffds     of 
American  and  Canadian  tourists  who  flocked 
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to  the  Island  for  a  respite  from  a  northern 
winter,  and  to  visit  the  Canal  Zone.  In  the 
face  of  these  promising  signs  shipping  agree- 
ments were  already  in  operation  by  which 
British  passenger  steamers  practically  aban- 
doned Cuban  ports.  The  British  steamers 
engaged  in  the  Carribean  trade  which  had 
been  sold  to  Germany,  now  became  nucleus 
for  the  large  tourist  traffic  and  carrying 
trade  between  the  United  States,  the  West 
Indies,  and  Central  America,  which  the  great 
Hamburg  and  Bremen  companies  built  up  so 
rapidly.  Not  only  have  British  Shipping 
men  neglected  regular  services  between 
Cuba  and  the  United  States  and  adjoining 
countries,  but  there  has  been  no  efficient 
links  with  our  home  ports. 

American  companies  also  soon  had  large 
fleets  of  ships  engaged  in  the  tourist  traffic 
and  fruit  trade  with  Cuba.  Ere  long  the 
entries  and  sailings  from  Havana  exceeded 
those  of  all  American  ports  except  New 
York,  and  all  other  Cuban  harbours  became 
prosperous.  Besides  a  large  passenger 
traffic,  the  value  of  goods  taken  to  Cuba  in 
German  ships  in  1913  nearly  equalled  that 
of  our  own,  and  our  showing  was  helped 
because  several  boats  engaged  in  the  Ameri- 
can fruit  trade  flew  the  British  flag.  With 
ordinary  enterprise  the  bulk  of  the  increased 
shipping  trade  of  Cuba  could  have  been  re- 
tained for  British  ships.  Until  the  war, 
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in  charters  for  loading  and  shipping  Cuban 
products*  especially  from  the  smaller  ports, 
British  cargo  boats  maintained  a  leading 
place.  If  these  tramps  could  profitably 
wander  about  in  ballast  to  pick  up  cargoes 
when  needed,  there  seemed  no  adequate 
reason  why  regular  services  could  not  have 
been  maintained  and  enlarged,  or  new  lines 
established  to  secure  for  British  ships  an 
adequate  share  of  the  carrying  trade  over 
defined  routes. 

Since  the  war  the  United  States  has 
gained  an  enormous  lead  in  Cuban  shipping, 
and  Scandinavian  vessels  are  filling  the 
charters  for  special  cargoes.  In  1917  and 
1918  more  Norwegian  than  British  ships 
entered  Cuban  harbours,  and  our  list 
included  Admiralty  transports  going  in 
ballast  for  sugar.  The  cream  of  the  defunct 
German  trade  has  gone  to  the  United  States. 

Hampered  originally  by  quarantine  regula- 
tions, communications  between  Jamaica 
and  Cuba  have  been  greatly  neglected,  and 
an  efficient  service  between  Port  Antonio 
and  Santiago,  would  link  the  Islands  recipro- 
cally with  existing  main  shipping  routes  to 
the  greater  advantage  of  Jamaica  and  Eng- 
land. 

THE  PAN-AMERICAN  RAILROAD. 
When  the  railway  between  San  Salvador 
and  Lima  is  completed  in  the  near  future, 
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the  three  Americas  will  be  linked,  and  it  will 
be  possible  to  travel  by  train  from  New  York 
10,000  miles  to  Buenos  Aires.  The  Pan- 
American  railroad  will  naturally  affect 
British  trade  in  Central  and  South  America. 
The  line  across  Nicaragua,  Columbia,  and 
Ecuador  will  probably  be  built  in  record 
time,  and  the  entire  system  is  likely  to  be 
in  operation  before  the  British  public  takes 
heed  of  its  possibilities.  If  offers  a  double 
reason  for  the  great  need  of  a  more 
adequate  steamship  service  from  British 
ports  to  Cuba  and  Central  America. 

Japan  also  is  preparing  for  a  large  share 
in  the  shipping  and  trade  of  the  West.  She 
is  building  rapidly.  The  Raifuku  Maru, 
9,000  tons  dead  weight,  was  built  in  twenty- 
nine  days.  Started  Oct.  7  last  year,  she 
was  launched  Oct.  30,  had  made  her  trial 
on  Nov.  5,  and  was  immediately  loaded  and 
sent  to  Latin  America,  an  unprecedented 
achievement.  Havana  now  has  a  regular 
service  from  Japan. 

SOME  SIGNIFICANT  STATISTICS. 
If  we  forget  our  glib  habit  of  thinking  in 
war  billions  for  the  moment,  and  revert  to 
normal  standards,  a  few  commonplace 
figures  will  be  more  eloquent  in  arousing 
interest  in  Cuban  trade,  and  calling  attention 
to  our  peculiar  apathy  there,  than  anything 
that  I  could  write. 
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Let   us   first   get   a    relative   idea   of   the 
foreign  commerce  of  the  three  chief  Latin 
American  countries  during  1917  : — 
Imports. 

Argentine     £36,893,409 

Brazil    £44,510,000 

Cuba     £54,255,962 

Exports. 

Argentine     £110,034,006 

Brazil    £59,875,000 

Cuba     £73,354,389 

In  1918  Cuba's  Imports  were  $297,622,215. 
Her  exports  $413,325,251,  a  further  sub- 
stantial increase,  with  a  large  trade  balance 
in  her  favour. 

At  one  period  of  the  old  regime  exports 
from  the  United  States,  Spain  and  the 
United  Kingdom  were  nearly  equal.  When 
the  real  race  opened  twenty  years  ago,  just 
as  Cuba's  foreign  trade  started  its  amazing 
record  of  increase*  exports  there  from  the 
British  Isles  were  £1,795,568.  By  1912 
these  figures  were  a  million  pounds  more, 
and  the  figures  receded  again  in  1913.  The 
.United  States  had  now  gained  53%  of 
Cuba's  foreign  purchases.  The  United 
Kingdom  had  only  12%  and  Germany  9J% 
beside  her  shipping  and  interests  in  the 
Island.  We  had  allowed  the  increasing 
orders  for  sugar  machinery,  formerly  our 
speciality,  to  go  to  Americans.  Judged  by 
the  large  increase  of  general  exports  to 
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Cuba  the  British  share  at  its  pre-war  best 
was  very  inadequate.  Increase  in  prices, 
and  empty  sugar  bags  sent  the  total  value  of 
our  exports  up  somewhat  through  1915  and 
1916,  but  German  trade  was  then  dead,  and 
the  United  States'  exports  were  leaping  up 
by  millions  a  year. 

Taking  official  Cuban  figures  for  1917  and 
1918,  the  largest  shares  in  exports  were  : — 

From  1917  1918 

United  States  $206,353,087  $222,262,276 
United  Kingdom  15,377,328  9,154,567 

Spain       15,651,998          10,392,529 

France     6,289,418  7,044,221 

During  the  first  two  months  of  1919 
exports  from  the  United  States  to  Cuba  were 
$52,414,843. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  balance-sheet 
Cuba  has  been  building  up  a  magnificent 
export  trade  for  her  own  products,  for  which 
the  United  States  has  always  been  a  ready 
customer,  while  British  imports  from  the 
Island  have  been  enormously  fostered  by  the 
war  and  our  crying  need  for  sugar.  The 
figures  are  : — 

1917  1918 

United  States  $257,446,699  $293,997,619 
United  Kingdom  73,563,756  95,817,266 

Spain        13,546,199  6,775,875 

France     11,616,630  5,656,957 
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NEED  FOR  A  COMMERCIAL  TREATY. 

As  a  modification  of  the  Platt  Amendment, 
which  outlined  the  relations  between  Cuba 
and  the  United  States,  a  Reciprocity  Treaty 
was  concluded  in  1903  which  has  proved  one 
factor  in  Cuban-American  commerce.  For 
some  years  there  have  been  negotiations  for 
a  Commercial  Treaty  with  the  United  King- 
dom. There  will  be  difficulties  in  framing 
some  clauses  to  avoid  encroachment  of 
provisos  in  the  American  agreement?  but 
drafts  have  been  carefully  drawn  up  and 
demand  attention.  There  are  imperative 
reasons  for  the  utmost  vigour  in  clearing 
up  all  the  problems  involved  in  negotiating 
some  agreement  on  the  basis  of  reciprocal 
encouragement  for  exports  between  the  two 
countries.  This  is  a  question  that  the 
Department  for  Overseas  Trade  must  con- 
sider carefully,  and  that  the  Federation  of 
British  Industries  should  also  study  without 
delay. 

In  the  fiscal  year  1916-1917,  of  the  total 
exports  of  the  United  States  to  the  20 
countries  of  Latin  America,  Cuba  took  ap- 
proximately one-third.  The  Island  offers  a 
magnificent  field  for  manufactured  articles, 
because  the  energies  of  its  people  are 
devoted  to  the  production  of  sugar,  tobacco 
and  other  natural  products. 

In  the  classes  of  goods  in  which  the 
British  Isles  used  to  have  an  adequate  share 
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in  the  Cuban  market  the  following  might  be 
mentioned  : — 

Mineral  Oils — Chemicals — Soap — Cotton 
Fabrics  —  Silks  —  Furniture  —  Jewellery  — 
Traction  Engines — Musical  Instruments — 
Cutlery  —  Bedding  —  Leather  Goods — Tug- 
boats— Carriages — Glass  and  Earthenware 
— Drugs — Ink — Woollens — Paper — Sanitary 
Fittings — Jam  and  Marmalade — Biscuits — 
Potted  Meats — Fancy  Goods — Upholstery — 
Stoves — Light  Railways — Surgical  Instru- 
ments— Machinery — Paint  and  Varnish — 
Linens — Clothes — Stationery — Watches  and 
Clocks — Tools — Agricultural  Implements — 
Millinery — Carpets — Looking  Glass — Lino- 
leum— Optical  Supplies — Toys. 

Even  in  1913  our  exports  of  cotton  goods 
were  twice  as  large  as  those  of  the  United 
States,  but  in  1917  the  American  total 
trebled  ours.  In  hardware  alone,  when 
Cuba  was  buying  large  quantities  to  stimu- 
late sugar  production,  our  shipments  fell 
from  16,375  tons  in  1916  to  5,966  tons  in 
1917.  About  half  of  this  was  sugar 
machinery,  of  which  that  year  122,160  tons 
went  from  the  U.S.A.  In  goods  whose 
production  was  less  affected  by  the  war, 
delays  in  getting  permits  for  export  and 
tonnage  allotted,  lost  many  orders,  though 
steamers  were  constantly  sailing  in  ballast, 
to  bring  back  sugar. 

As   practically   every  commodity   that  we 
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manufacture  is  suitable  for  this  market  a 
definite  steamship  service  with  the  United 
Kingdom  is  imperative  with  adequate  speed, 
and  reasonable  rates,  unless  the  United 
States  is  to  have  an  unchallenged  monopoly 
of  the  trade.  Half  the  difficulties  of  our 
West  Indian  Colonies  could  be  solved  if 
Cuba  were  included  in  this  sphere  for  a 
well-organised  sea  service  for  passengers 
and  freight  from  Europe  with  return  cargoes 
of  Antillian  products.  There  are  lines  in 
existence  also  plying  between  England  and 
Gulf  and  other  mainland  ports  which  could 
be  enormously  improved  by  a  moderate 
deviation  of  route  to  touch  Cuba  in  passing 
for  high-class  freight  and  passengers. 

A  POSTAL  ANOMALY. 

It  seems  unfortunate  that  the  Government 
has  not  been  able  to  accede  to  Cuba's 
request  to  conclude  treaties  for  a  direct 
Parcels  Post  between  the  two  countries,  and 
for  reciprocal  Money  Orders.  The  Parcels 
Post  was  established  some  years  ago  with 
France  and  Germany.  The  Postmaster- 
General  should  examine  the  records  of  the 
Custom  House  department  in  the  Cuban 
Post  Office.  A  large  postal  trade  exists 
with  foreign  countries,  especially  with  the 
United  States.  American  firms  advertise 
in  the  Cuban  Press  and  by  catalogue,  giving 
the  delivered  prices  of  the  articles.  Money 
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orders  are  sent,  and  the  goods  are 
despatched,  as  a  simple  solution  of  the  shop- 
ping problem  in  interior  districts,  and  as  an 
easy  means  of  securing  standard  articles  in 
the  cities.  The  names  of  many  London 
shops  are  household  words  in  Cuba,  but  the 
difficulties  in  sending  money  for  goods, 
adjusting  the  carriage  charges,  and  arrang- 
ing for  the  dispatch  are  effective  barriers. 
A  Parcels  Post  would  be  of  greater  benefit  to 
our  traders  than  to  Cuba,  which  has  few 
commodities  which  could  be  disposed  of  by 
mail  order. 

There  is  no  English  bank  in  the  Island, 
though  Canadian  institutions  are  well  repre- 
sented, and  every  town  of  note  has  one  or 
more  branches  of  leading  American  banks. 
It  is  refreshing  to  learn  that  a  British 
Chamber  of  Commerce  is  at  last  being 
founded  in  Havana.  Our  Insurance  Com- 
panies have  not  neglected  Cuba. 

The  Island  is  taking  a  leading  part  in 
establishing  an  international  agreement  for 
the  recognition  of  Trade  Marks,  Patents, 
and  Copyrights.  Following  the  pan- 
American  Financial  Conference,  held  in 
Washington  in  1915,  a  central  bureau  has 
been  established  in  Havana,  registration  in 
which  will  extend  protection  for  trade  marks 
and  proprietary  rights  throughout  all  the 
countries  that  have  ratified  the  convention. 

It  is  important  to  notice  that  during  the 
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American  fiscal  year  1913-1914  the  United 
States  purchased  nearly  twice  as  much  from 
Cuba  as  they  exported  to  the  Island.  In 
the  1914-1915  period,  and  also  that  of  1915- 
1916>  the  trade  balance  between  the  two 
countries  was  over  $100,000,000  in  Cuba's 
favour,  while  British  firms  were  inundated 
with  orders  from  the  Island  which  they  could 
not,  or  were  not  allowed  to  fill.  By  this 
time  Americans  were  making  supreme  efforts 
to  dominate  the  Cuban  market,  and  in  one 
year  they  had  increased  their  exports  suffi- 
ciently to  cover  their  ensuing  large  increases 
of  Cuban  imports  and  also  to  cut  the  adverse 
trade  balance  in  half.  Cuando  una  puerta 
se  cierra  otra  se  abre  is  a  significant  local 
proverb — if  one  door  is  shut  another  opens. 
Cuba's  principal  products  are  : — 

Sugar — Molasses — Confectionery — Hard 
Woods — Cedar — Mahogany — Guava  Jelly — 
Iron  Ore — Copper — Cattle — Fruit — Cocoa — 
Sponges  —  Honey  —  Cigars  —  Cigarettes  — 
Rum  —  Manganese  —  Marble  —  Tobacco  — 
Tortoise  Shell — Mother  of  Pearl — Dyes — 
Tanning  Bark  —  Beeswax  —  Asphaltum  — 
Hides — Vegetable  Fibres. 

The  staples  of  the  Island,  however,  are 
Sugar  and  Tobacco.  There  is  a  persistent 
rumour  that  we  soon  are  going  to  import 
German  and  Austrian  beet  sugar  because  our 
colonies  cannot  nearly  supply  our  needs  and 
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Imperial  preference  therefore  can  still  be 
safeguarded.  I  hold  no  brief  for  Cuban 
sugar,  but  we  have  been  glad  enough  to 
/turn  to  our  Ally  in  time  of  need,  and  there 
are  both  practical  and  sentimental  grounds 
for  the  careful  study  of  this  subject  before 
we  are  irrevocably  committed  to  a  policy  rJy 
officials  who  have  no  intimate  knowledge  of 
the  wider  questions  involved.  This  is  a 
delicate  matter  for  an  outsider  to  write 
about,  because  it  bristles  with  problems. 
But  Cuba  can  purchase  a  large  quantity  of 
our  goods,  and  surely  we  cannot  afford  to 
neglect  an  important  reciprocal  market 
merely  to  get  beet  sugar  from  Germany, 
especially  when  the  welfare  of  our  shipping 
and  railroads  in  the  Island  is  involved. 

SUGAR. 

The  pleasant  secret  of  extracting  sugar 
from  cane  was  taken  from  India  to  China  in 
766  B.C.  The  manufacture  spread  to 
Persia,  and  the  celestial  food  of  Vishva 
Mitra  gained  wide  popularity  in  Syria, 
Mesopotamia  and  Tripoli.  Transported  by 
caravan  Sakar  and  Kandat  became  trade 
staples  along  the  Mediterranean  in  the  14th 
and  15th  centuries,  and  the  cultivation  spread 
to  Cape  Verde  and  the  Azores.  Sugar 
soon  became  a  necessity  of  life*  but  its  chief 
fields  for  production  became  centred  in  the 
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West  and  East  Indies  in  the  16th  Century. 
During  the  Napoleonic  wars,  when  the 
British  blockade  cut  off  supplies  from  North 
Europe,  the  extract  of  sucrose  from  beet- 
root became  a  flourishing  industry  on  the 
Continent.  During  the  American  Civil  War 
the  price  of  cane  sugar  was  driven  to  famine 
heights  by  speculation,  and  for  the  first 
time  the  beet  variety,  hitherto  frowned  on  by 
some  medical  authorities,  became  popular  in 
England.  The  question  whether  cane  sugar 
is  more  wholesome  than  beet  is  a  much 
debated  point.  The  fact  remains  that  for 
medicine,  and  for  the  best  brands  of  con- 
densed milk,  preserved  fruit  and  jams,  cane 
sugar  is  demanded.  Through  German  com- 
petition and  the  methods  of  production  the 
sugar  trade  of  our  West  Indian  colonies  was 
seriously  undermined,  but  by  manufacturing 
on  a  large  scale  Cuba  continued  to  increase 
her  industry  and  her  last  pre-war  crop 
produced  over  2,500,000  tons. 

For  some  years  Germany  and  Austria 
dominated  the  beet  sugar  market,  sweating 
also  the  production  of  the  Ukraine  for 
export.  With  her  own  sources  of  supply 
intact,  and  realizing  the  importance  of  sugar 
in  daily  life,  Germany  planned  to  create  a 
famine  in  Allied  countries  by  the  systematic 
devastation  of  the  beet  sugar  belts  of 
Belgium  and  North  France.  By  her  treat- 
ment of  Holland's  ships  supplies  from  Java 
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were  soon  restricted.  Our  West  Indian 
colonies  could  supply  only  a  fraction  of  our 
needs.  Enemy  agents  had  made  ingenious 
plans  to  divert  much  of  the  Western  crops 
to  neutrals  at  a  great  profit.  Our  reserves 
were  seriously  depleted  during  the  second 
year  of  the  wan  and  sugar  would  have  been 
scarce  and  at  famine  prices  had  not  the 
Cuban  Government  taken  action  to  stop 
corners  and  profiteering,  and  to  ship  their 
entire  output  to  the  Allies  at  a  moderate 
fixed  price  at  a  time  when  the  market  was 
practically  at  their  mercy. 

Though  neutral  traders  were  soon  offering 
from  six  to  ten  times  the  amount  for  certain 
supplies,  no  outside  bids  have  been  con- 
sidered. The  price  of  labour,  machinery, 
lubricating  oil,  fertilizer,  and  incidentals  of 
production  were  rising  by  leaps  and  bounds. 
Rice,  a  food  staple  for  plantation  workers, 
was  scarce  and  expensive.  The  freight  on 
empty  jute  bags  from  Calcutta  to  Havana, 
an  open  and  safe  route,  jumped  to  well  over 
£20  a  ton.  But  Cuba  fixed  the  price  of 
centrifugal  sugar  delivered  on  the  docks  at 
her  ports  at  $4.60  per  hundred,  practically 
2J  per  Ib.  Her  entire  crops  of  3,500,000 
tons  have  been  shipped  to  the  Allies.  To 
maintain  a  high  level  of  production  the 
planters  have  expended  £70,000,000  on 
improvements  of  planting  and  new  machinery 
since  1914.  Toward  the  close  of  1918  the 
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Sugar  Equalization  Board,  for  the  Allies, 
agreed  to  pay  an  increase  of  price  from 
$4.60  to  $5.50  per  hundred — 23s.  2|d.  per 
quintal  for  the  1818-19  crop  (2|d.  per  Ib). 

The  retail  price  of  6d.  and  7d.  per  Ib.  in 
England,  an  increase  of  more  than  100%, 
while  not  a  prohibitive  price,  is  an  eloquent 
criterion  of  the  enormous  rise  in  subsequent 
costs  which  before  the  war  were  less  than 
Id.  During  control  the  State  profit  has 
only  amounted  to  £6,668,993,  or  a  return  of 
±\%  above  the  total  outlay,  for  the 
Exchequer.  It  is  easy,  however,  to  realise 
to  what  famine  heights  the  price  of  sugar 
might  have  risen  had  Cuba  left  her  stocks  to 
speculators. 

The  Island  can  now  produce  yearly  a 
million  tons  more  than  the  world's  entire 
cane  sugar  supply  twenty  years  ago.  Owing 
to  the  happy  combination  of  soil,  climate, 
and  progressive  methods,  the  quality  of  the 
product  is  unsurpassed.  The  grinding 
season  lasts  from  Dec.  1  to  the  middle  of 
May.  Molasses  and  rum  are  important  by- 
products. 

A  POINT  FOR  ECONOMISTS. 
It  is  interesting  to  recall  the  fact  that  the 
bulk  of  the  sugar  is  carried  from  the 
Centrales  to  the  ports  on  railroads  owned 
and  operated  by  British  capital.  In  the 
fixed  price  ex  dock  the  freight  charges  are 
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paid  by  the  producers,  the  profits  of  the 
traffic  reverting  to  the  shareholders  ir. 
London,  and  the  earnings  are  therefore 
subject  to  income  tax.  With  an  enlightened 
policy  of  fostering  development  Cuba  is 
most  generous  in  her  treatment  of  foreign 
railroads.  Cuban  sugar,  therefore,  supplies 
an  object  lesson  to  our  pseudo  economists. 
Much  of  the  machinery  can  be  sent  from 
England.  India  supplies  millions  of  jute 
bags,  British-owned  railways  reap  most  of 
their  profit  from  the  transport,  so  that  the 
product  indirectly  helps  the  Exchequer 
besides  paying  English  shareholders.  Also 
our  shipping  benefits  on  all  sides. 

This  year's  crop  in  Cuba  will  reach 
4,000,000  tons.  After  that,  however,  the 
future  of  Cuban  sugar  will  become  more 
problematic  in  the  European  market.  France 
will  restore  her  beet  sugar  industry 
gradually,  but  will  need  her  products  for 
some  time  to  come.  Directly  peace  is 
signed  the  Central  Powers  will  be  in  a  posi- 
tion to  resume  exports,  but  probably  without 
bounties  and  with  high  labour  costs.  With 
some  proper  shipping  facilities,  therefore, 
and  skilled  production,  Cuban  sugar  will  be 
better  able  to  stand  on  its  own  merits. 

The  question  for  us,  however,  remains. 
Are  we  going  to  take  steps  to  gain  a  reci- 
procal share  in  a  magnificent  market  for 
our  goods  and  shipping,  or  are  we  to 
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supinely  leave  to  the  United  States  a 
customer  who  can  spend  £50,000,000 
annually  on  manufactured  goods. 


TOBACCO. 


Columbus,  in  describing  the  now  extinct 
aborigines  of  Cuba,  mentioned  their  habit 
of  puffing  smoke  from  a  roll  of  dried  leaves. 
The  Island  has  been  ever  famous  for  its 
Tobacco  which  de  Lascares  advised  to 
smoke  out  various  maladies,  and  which 
Oviedo  took  back  to  Spain.  Pope  Urban 
VIII.  stimulated  its  use  by  rigid  decrees 
against  smoking,  which  led  to  the  adver- 
tisement by  wide  controversy.  Sir  John 
Hawkins  brought  the  Nicotiana  plant  first 
to  England,  and  Sir  Walter  Raleigh 
encouraged  its  growth  and  habit,  which 
persisted  in  gaining  favour  though  James  I. 
denounced  it  as  the  "  inhaling  of  Stygian 
smoke  like  that  of  the  bottomless  pit,"  and 
Charles  II.  prohibited  its  cultivation  in 
England. 

There  is  a  curious  virtue  of  soil  difficult 
to  determine  upon  which  the  quality  of  the 
leaf  depends.  Potash  and  different  fertilisers 
are  necessary,  but  the  vagaries  of  the  plant 
are  difficult  to  understand.  Adjoining  strips 
of  apparently  the  same  land  often  produce 
widely  different  qualities.  The  most  famous 
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leaf  in  the  world,  used  for  making  the 
choicest  cigars,  grows  only  in  the  Vuelta 
Abajo  in  Western  Cuba.  This  has  a  mini- 
mum of  nicotine  and  a  delicate  aroma  which 
no  other  district  can  equal.  Splendid 
tobacco  is  produced  in  adjoining  valleys,  but 
it  just  fails  to  equal  the  leader  in  quality. 

Nearly  all  Cuban  tobacco  is  very  low  in 
the  deleterious  alkaloid,  nicotine,  and  high 
in  burning  quality,  which  accounts  for  the 
liberal  indulgence  possible  to  the  visitor  in 
Cuba  without  noxious  effect.  The  culture 
of  the  plant  needs  care  and  some  supervi- 
sion by  skilled  Cubans,  who  inherit  the 
instinct  from  childhood.  The  skilled 
workers  in  the  tobacco  districts  are  quiet 
contented  artists  in  the  profession,  with  a 
curious  pride  in  the  crops  which  are 
generally  plotted  out  to  be  tended  by  entire 
families,  even  the  small  children  perform- 
ing simple  duties  and  continuing  their  train- 
ing from  the  earliest  years. 

The  seeds  are  very  fine,  and  soon  after 
sprouting  the  plants  have  to  be  set  out, 
when  they  mature  rapidly,  and  are  ready  in 
about  three  months  after  they  leave  the 
nursery.  The  growth  needs  constant  watch- 
ing, and  the  finer  grades  are  covered  with 
acres  of  cheese  cloth  to  break  the  force  of 
heavy  rain  and  to  keep  off  butterflies,  as 
the  larvae  make  tiny  perforations,  which 
ruin  the  leaf  for  cigars.  Each  plant  is 
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carefully  pruned  to  strengthen  the  large 
leaves,  which  are  ready  for  picking  when 
their  green  becomes  tinged  with  yellow. 
The  stalks  are  then  cut  in  sections,  each 
with  two  leaves,  and  cured. 

Cuba's  annual  crop  is  valued  about 
£10,000,000.  More  than  half  of  this  is 
packed  and  exported  to  the  United  States 
and  Europe.  Some  of  the  finest  leaf  goes 
to  the  important  factories  in  or  near  Havana 
for  making  cigars  and  cigarettes.  These 
are  generally  palatial  buildings  with  much 
modern  machinery  and  process.  But  the 
quality  of  Havana's  world-famous  cigars, 
guaranteed  by  the  names  of  big  companies, 
and  some  with  English  capital,  still  depends 
greatly  on  the  "god  from  the  machine," 
resting  first  on  the  vegaros  to  each  of  whom 
is  allotted  a  certain  partidario  as  large  as 
he  and  his  family  can  manage,  and  ulti- 
mately on  the  handicraft  of  the  individual 
cigar  makers. 

IN  THE  CIGAR  FACTORIES. 
The  workers  in  the  factories  are  a  distinct 
and  intelligent  class.  In  each  of  the  large 
rooms  means  are  taken  to  relieve  the 
tedium.  Musicians  or  phonographs  are 
used  at  intervals,  but  the  chief  features  are 
the  readers  paid  by  a  special  fund,  to  which 
each  worker  contributes.  The  day's  work 
opens  by  his  reading  aloud  the  daily  news- 
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papers.  This  is  followed  by  various  books, 
which  show  a  cultivated  taste  in  poetry, 
classics  and  standard  authors.  Transla- 
tions of  Bronte,  Corelli,  Wells,  and  Tenny- 
son are  old  favourites,  with  the  leading 
books  of  France  and  Spain  and  the  long  list 
of  past  and  contemporary  Cuban  writers. 
Be  sure  of  your  facts  before  you  talk  to 
workers  of  either  sex  from  a  cigar  factory. 
They  have  a  surprising  knowledge  of  men 
and  things,  a  simple  culture  without  parallel 
among  the  working  classes  except  perhaps 
a  few  industrial- workers  in  Finland,  another 
country  of  which  England  knows  little. 
Cuba  offers  an  object  lesson  to  America  and 
England  for  lightening  some  of  the  soul- 
less factory  routine.  I  see  the  commercial 
materialist  smile  for  we  have  not  yet  many 
Leverhulmes  or  Selfridges.  One  foreign 
director  in  Havana  suppressed  the  custom 
as  unbusinesslike,  but  quickly  increased  his 
output  by  reintroducing  it. 


CUBA.  53 

CHARACTERISTICS  OF  CUBA. 


In  1914  a  large  proportion  of  the  British 
men  in  Latin  America  came  home  to  join 
the  army.  In  most  countries  Germans 
replaced  them — in  Cuba  Americans  generally 
filled  the  vacated  posts.  Inspired  by  a 
deep  knowledge  of  the  menace  which  had 
to  be  faced,  and  eminently  fitted  for  officers, 
these  volunteers  arrived  before  the  need 
of  such  material  was  appreciated.  They 
enlisted  in  their  thousands  for  the  early  con- 
tingents, to  be  swept  away  in  the  shambles 
of  Ypres,  their  brains  and  physique  almost 
wasted  in  dead-locked  trenches  which 
devoured  the  flower  of  British  manhood, 
afterwards  more  greatly  needed  when 
standards  were  lowered  to  obtain  the  num- 
bers necessary  for  the  great  attacks.  This 
patriotic  impulse  has  greatly  restricted  our 
influence  abroad.  It  was  the  withdrawal 
of  a  small  army  of  men,  who  directly  or 
indirectly  influenced  a  flood  of  commerce  to 
British  markets  and  ships.  And  for  some 
inscrutable  reason  discharged  survivors  who 
were  anxious  to  return  to  reconquer  their  old 
fields  of  commercial  activity  were  refused 
passports  unless  they  had  definite  appoint- 
ments which  seldom  could  be  obtained  in 
England.  This  fatuous  policy  has  been 
gradually  reversed. 
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In  Cuba  efforts  have  been  made  to  rein- 
state these  men  in  their  original  positions, 
and  railroad  workers,  engineers,  and  mer- 
chants are  returning  in  large  numbers. 
There  is  also  a  strong  desire  in  the  Island  to 
give  preference  to  British  ex-service  men 
who  are  suited  for  new  appointments,  and 
the  Government  and  Press  in  Havana  have 
encouraged  the  idea.  Many  educated  men 
whose  horizons  and  ambitions  have  been 
widened  by  the  war  will  find  in  Cuba  a  most 
attractive  field  of  opportunity.  As  it  is 
difficult  in  England  to  learn  anything  about 
modern  conditions  there,  a  brief  account  of 
the  country  may  be  of  interest.  It  offers 
many  possibilities  and  an  attractive  life, 
especially  for  men  of  resource  with  some 
capital  and  fond  of  outdoor  pursuits. 

CLIMATE  AND  HEALTH. 

The  death-rate  of  Cuba  is  now  the  lowest 
in  the  world.  It  is  12.45  per  thousand, 
with  Australia  12.60,  United  States  13.40, 
and  England  14.04  (pre-war).  The  climate 
is  healthy,  equable  and  agreeable,  for 
though  many  days  are  hot,  there  is  a  sur- 
prising absence  of  depleting  humidity.  The 
Island  is  swept  by  trade  winds,  and  the 
Cuban  doctors,  whose  study  of  tropical 
Disease  aided  the  United  States  in  abolish- 
ing Yellow  Jack  and  its  paludic  allies  from 
the  Canal  zone,  have  also  worked  miracles 
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in  expelling  these  scourges  from  their  own 
country.  American  and  Cuban  surgeons 
proved  that  yellow  fever,  Havana's  tradi- 
tional enemy,  was  carried  chiefly  by  the 
stegomyia  mosquito,  and  that  its  destruc- 
tion and  the  careful  screening  of  yellow 
fever  patients,  would  check  the  scourge. 

This  theory,  originated  by  Dr.  Finlay,  a 
famous  Anglo-Cuban,  has  practically  expelled 
the  disease,  and  lessened  the  troublesome 
methods  of  quarantine  in  tropical  ports.  A 
war  on  typhoid  has  now  been  undertaken 
with  promising  results..  The  monthly 
publications  issued  by  the  Department  of 
Sanitation  and  Charities  are  studied  in  all 
tropical  countries  owing  to  the  wide  range 
of  their  articles  on  disease  and  research, 
notably  in  leprosy,  typhoid,  cholera  and 
fevers.  The  work  started  by  the  United 
States  when  the  close  of  war  had  left  a 
trail  of  pestilence  which  gave  Cuba  a  death 
rate  of  91.  per  thousand, has  been  admirably 
continued  by  the  National  Government. 
The  names  of  Guiteras,  Agremonte,  Lebredo 
for  Cuba,  and  for  the  United  States  Gorgas, 
Carroll,  and  Lazear  who  died  from  the 
experiments  which  localised  the  cause  of 
yellow  fever,  should  be  inscribed  on  the 
medical  annals  of  the  world  which  has 
rbenefitted  so  greatly  from  their  efforts.  The 
Island  has  several  modern  hospitals,  the 
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chief  of  which  is  the  Calixto  Garcia  Hospital 
in  Havana. 

LIFE  IN  THE  ISLAND. 

Columbus  landed  in  Cuba  in  1492.  He 
wrote  to  his  patrons  :  "It  surpasses  all 
countries  in  charms  and  graces  as  the  day 
doth  the  night.  I  have  been  so  overcome 
by  its  beauty  that  I  know  not  how  to  make 
my  pen  describe  it." 

Life  there  is  never  dull.  The  people  are 
hospitable,  and  no  race  is  more  addicted  to 
the  open  air.  All  the  year  round  there  are 
bathing,  boating  and  riding.  Cricket, 
tennis,  baseball,  golf,  racing  and  flying  are 
popular.  The  coast  offers  splendid  oppor- 
tunities for  motor  boats  to  visit  the  adjacent 
archipelagos  full  of  tropical  delights.  Motor- 
ing on  the  main  roads,  horses  for  less  acces- 
sible districts,  make  the  open  and  beautiful 
interior  accessible  in  conjunction  with  the 
railroads  which  network  the  Island.  There 
are  more  automobiles  there  in  ratio  of  the 
population,  than  in  any  country  in  the 
world,  and  incidentally  more  Freemasons, 
followers  of  the  Scottish  Rite.  The  Auto- 
mobile Club  of  Cuba  offers  every  facility 
to  visitors,  and  its  magnificent  new  Club 
House,  delayed  through  the  war,  is  now 
being  completed.  There  are  1,240  miles 
of  roads  specially  metalled  for  motoring. 
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HAVANA. 

The  capital  with  a  population  of  655,000 
is  an  important  and  fascinating  city,  and 
one  of  the  most  beautiful,  with  its  multi- 
coloured houses,  the  ancient  cathedral, 
imposing-  churches,  and  medieval  forts,  con- 
vents and  palaces,  merged  in  a  rich  setting 
of  tropical  vegetation.  In  few  places  are 
commerce,  culture  and  pleasure  so  happily 
blended.  It  is  clean,  well  lighted  and 
drained,  with  well-built  houses,  pretentious 
shops,  hotels,  theatres  and  cafes,  good 
transit  facilities,  and  an  automatic  telephone 
service  which  should  make  London  envious. 
It  is  aptly  called  the  Paris  of  the  Western 
World.  The  old  city  is  crammed  with 
historic  interest  and  quaint  architecture, 
starting  with  the  cathedral  and  tomb,  where 
until  recently  Columbus  was  buried,  and 
redolent  of  the  picturesque  story  of  the 
Spanish  Main  and  of  our  seige  and  occu- 
pancy in  1762.  The  residental  districts  are 
spread  over  higher  ground,  in  beautiful 
environs. 

In  the  cool  of  the  evenings  thousands  of 
motors  and  splendid  horses  pass  in  con- 
tinuous procession  along  the  illuminated 
Prado  and  boulevards.  Brilliant  crowds 
stroll  by  the  band  or  sit  at  the  open-air 
cafes.  The  animation  and  relaxation  of 
the  scenes  could  not  be  duplicated  in  Europe, 
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and  few  other  skies  are  so  clear  or  air  so 
kindly.  You  can  dine  at  luxurious  hotels, 
at  quaint  bodegas  where  the  cusine  is  per- 
fect if  the  service  is  rough,  or  if  you  prefer 
it,  at  tables  in  the  open  cafes  close  to  music 
and  happy  crowds.  Moderate  cars  may  be 
hired  for  jaunts  along  the  shore  drives  and 
to  delightful  dinners  at  palm-capped  tables 
looking  over  the  Carribean.  There  are 
many  pretentious  club  houses  in  the 
environs,  where  guests  and  members  gather 
on  the  cool  patios  in  the  evening,  and  lavish 
entertainments  are  given. 

A  CHANCE  FOR  BRITISH  SCULPTORS. 

Under  the  direction  of  a  French  land- 
scape artist  identified  with  the  Bois  de 
Boulogne,  work  has  been  resumed  on  a  new 
system  of  drives  and  parks  delayed  by  the 
war.  This  includes  the  construction  of  a 
new  boulevard  overlooking  the  sea,  con- 
tinuing the  Prado  and  Malecon  to  the 
Vedado.  In  connection  with  these  improve- 
ments a  series  of  national  memorials  to 
Cuban  liberators  are  being  erected.  These 
are  open  to  international  competition,  with 
large  prizes  for  the  best  designs,  and  the 
award  of  the  work  to  the  winner.  The  first 
of  these,  an  imposing  statue  to  General 
Maceo,  was  executed  by  a  young  Italian 
sculptor,  Domenchio  Boni. 

The  award  for  the  second   memorial,    an 
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equestrian  statue  to  General  Gomez,  to  cost 
.£40,000,  is  now  being  decided.  Only  one 
English  sculptor  submitted  a  design,  and 
owing  to  inadequate  shipping  facilities  his 
magnificent  conception  was  lost  or  delayed 
in  transit,  and  had  not  arrived  when  the 
judging  took  place.  Among  the  models 
submitted  were  works  from  leading  Ameri- 
can sculptors  and  many  from  France,  includ- 
ing designs  sent  by  officers  subsequently 
killed.  Canada,  Switzerland,  Belgium, 
Spain,  Italy,  Venezuela,  and  Roumania 
were  represented.  The  first  prize  has  again 
gone  to  Italy. 

It  will  be  unfortunate  if  British  artists 
fail  to  make  a  more  determined  effort  to 
compete  for  the  next  memorial  of  the  series, 
a  statue  to  General  Calixto  Garcia,  father 
of  the  Cuban  Minister  in  London. 

The  municipal  authorities  in  Havana  are 
also  planning  a  series  of  statues  and  ceno- 
taphs which  include  memorials  to  Dr. 
Estrada  Palma,  the  first  president,  and 
Colonel  Roosevelt,  who  was  a  staunch 
friend  and  admirer  of  the  Cuban  people. 

The  new  Presidential  Palace,  a  beautiful 
structure  of  white  marble  overlooking  the 
bay,  was  built  from  the  designs  submitted 
by  a  Belgian  architect  in  an  international 
competition,  which  attracted  little  attention 
England,  but  for  which  architects  in 
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practically  all  countries  entered.  In  decora- 
tion and  furnishing  magnificent  results  have 
been  achieved  by  firms  in  New  York  and 
Paris,  the  American  art  journals  devoting 
much  space  to  the  building,  its  special 
features  and  requirements.  The  surround- 
ings of  the  Palace  are  not  yet  particularly 
happy  on  the  land  side,  but  it  was  necessary 
to  make  the  building  easily  accessible  to  the 
city  where  space  was  restricted. 

The  old  Palace,  the  Cathedral,  several 
beautiful  churches,  the  National  Theatre,  all 
add  to  the  interest  of  Havana.  The  famous 
Plaza  del  Toros  has  now  become  a  baseball 
ground.  The  parks  are  central  and  beauti- 
ful. The  cemetery  has  some  notable  monu- 
ments, including  one  erected  to  the  young 
students  of  the  University  shot  for  a  trivial 
political  offence  during  the  old  regime,  and 
the  imposing  tomb  of  30  volunteer  firemen 
who  perished  in  trie  big  conflagration. 
There  are  also  the  tombs  of  General  Garcia 
and  General  Gomez. 

The  forts  of  Havana  are  both  impressive 
and  interesting,  especially  the  Cabanas,  one 
of  the  walls  of  which  is  still  spattered  with 
bullets  where  many  Cubans  paid  the  extreme 
penalty  for  patriotism.  This  fortress  was 
painted  by  Vasili  Verestchagin  when  he 
visited  Cuba  to  immortalise  some  of  its 
war  scenes  shortly  before  his  untimely  death. 
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THE  PORT  OF  HAVANA. 

Second  only  to  New  York,  Havana  har- 
bour is  marked  by  a  forest  of  masts  and 
funnels.  The  piers  and  docks  are  so 
crowded  that  many  steamers  anchor  in  rows 
across  the  great  land-locked  bay  and  dis- 
charge and  load  by  lighters.  The  Spanish 
Transatlantic  and  French  Transatlantic 
Companies  maintain  regular  services  with 
Cadiz  and  Harve;  a  Japanese  line  now  has 
established  connection  with  the  Far  East. 
Large  fleets  are  employed  regularly  by  the 
New  York  and  Cuba  Mail  Co.  (Ward  Line), 
the  Florida  Ferries,  and  the  Munson,  the 
Morgan,  the  Plant  and  the  Pinillos  Lines, 
and  there  are  the  Naviera  and  National 
Navigation  Co. 's  fleets  which  fly  the  Cuban 
flag.  Besides  these  regular  services  there 
are  the  freighters  of  every  country,  among 
which  we  do  see  the  Red  Ensign. 

The  most  delightful  resort  of  Havana  is 
La  Playa  de  Marianao,  which  is  like  the 
Riviera,  and  only  ten  miles  away  by  rail,  or 
by  motor  along  the  Gran  Avenida  Habana, 
a  boulevard  150  feet  wide  and  becoming 
lined  with  beautiful  residences  and  parks. 
The  bathing  is  delightful.  The  head- 
quarters of  the  Havana  Yacht  Club  is  an- 
other feature.  There  are  large  hotels,  a 
Casino,  tracks  for  motor  and  horse  racing, 
an  aerodrome,  and  many  other  high-class 
attractions.  A  Stadium  is  being  built,  so 


62  CUBA. 

that  Cuba  will  be  in  a  position  to  stage  the 
Olympic  Games.  Her  athletes  are  winning 
a  recognised  place  in  contests  in  the  United 
States,  especially  in  rowing,  swimming, 
tennis  and  baseball. 

Several  new  and  pretentious  hotels  are 
being  built  for  tourists,  here  and  at  many 
other  points  in  the  Island.  Prohibition  in 
the  United  States  will  send  thousands  more 
visitors  to  winter  in  Cuba,  where  inciden- 
tally the  people  are  exceedingly  temperate,  a 
characteristic  which  generally  obtains  in  a 
genial  climate,  where  light  wines  are  part  of 
the  daily  menu  and  indiscriminate  tippling 
is  unknown. 

EDUCATION. 

There  are  nearly  five  thousand  schools  in 
Cuba,  Education  providing  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  reforms  achieved  by  the 
Republic.  There  are  five  times  the  number 
of  pupils  now  under  instruction  than  dur- 
ing the  old  regime.  Primary  free  schools 
are  established  in  all  rural  districts,  and  the 
secondary  schools  have  been  greatly  im- 
proved. A  novel  system  of  travelling 
teachers  also  has  been  instituted  for  higher 
grade  schools  in  country  districts  and  small 
towns  where  a  permanent  staff  for  advanced 
subjects  could  not  be  maintained.  Circuits 
are  arranged  over  which  first-class  instruc- 
tors follow  each  other  in  succession  for  sub- 
jects which  include  Anatomy,  Physiology, 
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Hygiene,  Agriculture,  Natural  History, 
Psychology,  Music,  and  Manual  Training. 

In  the  lower  grades  a  modern  system  of 
kindergarten  is  proving  successful.  Domestic 
economy,  deportment  and  English  are 
special  features  of  Cuban  education.  There 
are  Normal  Colleges  in  each  province,  and 
a  special  department  in  the  University  for 
training  teachers  of  both  sexes. 

Advanced  and  University  Education  for 
poor  but  brilliant  students  is  provided  by 
municipal  and  national  scholarships,  which 
are  also  given  to  enable  pupils  of  special 
promise  to  finish  abroad.  Veterinary 
students  are  sent  to  take  courses  in  Eng- 
land, architects  and  artists  are  assisted  to 
finish  in  Rome  or  Paris,  engineers  and 
dentists  to  the  United  States,  and  medical 
students  to  the  best  centres  for  the  study 
of  the  branches  in  which  they  specialize. 

The  School  of  Applied  Arts  and  Crafts  in 
Havana  turns  out  a  creditable  list  of 
engineers,  chemists  and  architects.  There 
are  the  National  Conservatory  of  Music,  the 
Military  Academy,  the  School  of  Painting 
and  Sculpture,  and  many  other  important 
institutions  in  Havana.  There  fs  also  the 
English  College,  with  a  staff  drawn  from 
the  leading  public  schools  here  after  which 
the  establishment  is  modelled. 

The  National  University  is  composed  of 
three  faculties — Science  and  Literature, 
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Law,  Surgery  and  Medicine.  Very  low 
fees  are  asked  from  poor  students  of  excep- 
tional ability.  There  are  nearly  two  thou- 
sand under-graduates  enrolled. 

WEATHER. 

The  Belen  College,  Havana,  has  made 
excellent  meterological  observations  for 
many  years,  and  these  multitudinous 
records  provide  unvarying  averages  as  a 
tribute  to  the  equable  Cuban  climate.  The 
National  Observatory  now  carries  out  im- 
portant work,  providing  observations, 
weather  reports,  and  storm  warnings  by 
wireless,  which  are  a  great  boon  to  navi- 
gators and  supply  data  for  bulletins  of 
adjacent  countries. 

The  average  Noon  temperature,  Faren- 
.heit,  for  a  ten  year  period  in  Havana  gives 
a  surprising  uniformity — 

Jan.      Feb.      Mar.      Apl.      May     June 

73.2      75.6       78.4      81.5      83.2      85.8 

July     Aug.      Sept.     Oct.     Nov.     Dec. 
87.7     86.8       84.6      82.1      79.3      74.9 
Frosts    are    known    occasionally    in    the 
mountains,   there  are  some  hot  spells ;   but 
no  country  in  the  tropics  has   such   a  suc- 
cession of  delightful  days.       Frequently  in 
summer,    travellers    swelter   in    New    York, 
gasp    sleepless    through    a    humid    night    in 
Washington,     find     in     Florida     conditions 
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singularly  like  torrid  Africa,  and  sail  across 
to  Cuba  to  enter  an  Arden  of  restful  green 
and  fresh  breezes,  and  only  need  to  avoid 
the  mid-day  sun.  The  atmosphere  is  so 
clear  that  it  is  possible  to  ride  across  most 
difficult  mountainous  districts  by  starlight. 
In  daylight  from  some  spur  you  see  a  town 
or  river  apparanetly  at  your  feet,  but  find 
it  takes  a  Sabbath  day's  journey  to  reach. 
During  the  war  I  have  seen  incredible  dis- 
tances bridged  by  heliograph  when  wires 
were  cut,  feats  far  greater  than  those 
recorded  as  amazing  during  the  South 
African  campaign. 

Though  there  is  a  rainy  season  lasting 
from  mid-summer  to  mid-autumn,  the  in- 
tensity of  which  varies  in  different  localities, 
this  is  generally  marked  by  heavy  thunder- 
storms, and  short  sharp  deluges  punctuated 
by  long  intervals  of  sunshine.  Of  really 
wet  days  so  frequent  in  England,  19  per 
annum  is  the  average  in  Cuba.  The  pre- 
vailing winds  are  the  North  East  Trades, 
averaging  about  7£  miles  per  hour. 

RAILROADS. 

There  are  2.650  ntiles  of  railroad  in 
Cuba,  and  250  miles  of  electric  traction, 
much  of  which  is  more  modern  and  quicker 
than  our  own  tramways.  The  principal 
railroads  are  connected  to  form  a  backbone 
along  th<?  centre  of  the  Island  fed  by 
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different  systems  which  link  the  trunk  lines 
to  the  coast  towns  north  and  south.  There 
are  1,000  miles  of  light  railroads  also,  run- 
ning from  the  plantations  to  the  main  lines. 
The  through  trains  are  luxuriously  equipped 
and  fast,  and  passengers  can  travel  right 
across  from  Havana  to  Santiago  or  Antilla 
with  speed  and  comfort,  or  break  the 
journey  at  the  principal  junctions  to  visit 
the  various  points  of  interest  by  branch 
railroads,  which  tap  the  different  districts. 

Weeks  can  be  spent  in  visiting  the 
interesting  towns,  wandering  through  beau- 
tiful and  richly  cultivated  districts,  riding 
over  cattle  country,  or  in  exploring  wild 
and  difficult  regions  of  virgin  forest, 
tropical  rivers,  or  lofty  Sierra,  easily  ap- 
proached by  rail  and  rivalling  the  Rockies 
in  natural  beauty  and  grandeur.  Close  to 
the  coast,  scores  of  beautiful  tropic  islands 
lure  for  shooting  or  fishing.  A  sailing  boat, 
a  tent,  and  a  few  provisions  bring  romantic 
adventure  and  exploration  \vithin  a  few 
hours  of  Havana  with  its  grand  opera  and 
modern  comforts. 

Cuba  is  divided  into  five  provinces,  each 
with  marked  typographical  differences. 
Pinar  del  Rio,  in  the  west,  is  broken  and 
hilly ;  Havana  is  natter,  but  with  plateaux, 
and  richly  agricultural;  Matanzas,  undulat- 
ing and  cultivated ;  Santa  Clara,  flat,  rising 
to  hilly  in  the  east;  Camaguey,  a  rolling 
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well-watered  open  country;  and  Oriente, 
furthest  east,  mountainous  and  with 
luxuriant  forests. 

The  scenery  from  the  railroads  is  both 
varied  and  beautiful.  Most  interesting  and 
more  leisurely  trips  can  be  made  by  coasting 
steamers  which  circle  the  Island  through 
hundreds  of  miles  of  smooth  waters,  strewn 
with  coral  islets  of  real  enchantment.  No 
country  of  its  size  has  so  many  magnificent 
natural  harbours  or  ports,  fifty-five  of  which 
deserve  notice,  though  some  have  not  yet 
been  developed  fully.  Before  describing  the 
interior  therefore,  let  us  briefly  follow  the 
chief  points  touched  in  steaming  round  the 
Island. 

PORTS  ON  THE  CUBAN  COAST. 
On  the  north,  sailing  eastward  ifrom 
Havana,  along  the  shore  of  Matanzas 
province,  Matanzas  is  the  first  coast  city 
of  importance.  It  is  prosperous  and  beauti- 
ful, divided  by  two  rivers  which  make  one 
district  resemble  Venice,  and  call  many 
artists.  The  seven  mile  harbour  maintains 
a  large  export.  Next  is  Cardenas,  an 
interesting  progressive  seaport,  and  centre 
of  the  bitumen  industry.  Skirting  Santa 
Clara  province,  Sagua  le  Grande  is  reached, 
a  sugar  port  recently  improved,  and  Cai- 
barien,  famous  for  its  sponge  fishing.  The 
north  coast  from  here  is  protected  for  300 
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miles  by  cayos  and  coral  islets,  including 
the  beautiful  Cayo  Romano.  Some  of  these 
islands  are  tropical  gems,  with  luxuriant 
vegetation  and  wonderful  birds  and  fish. 

On  the  north  of  Camaguey  province, 
Moron  exports  hard  woods  and  tobacco, 
and  Nuevitas,  with  a  harbour  six  miles 
across,  is  the  terminus  of  a  new  railway 
which  will  double  its  importance.  Continu- 
ing eastward,  magnificent  mountain  views 
are  obtained  when  passing  round  the  coast 
of  Oriente  (or  Santiago)  province.  Manate, 
Malagueto,  and  Puerto  Padre  are  ports 
from  which  the  marine  spoils  of  the  ad- 
jacent archipelego  are  garnered.  Gibara  is 
the  outlet  from  the  rich  Holguin  district. 
Further  east,  in  one  enormous  bay,  the 
coast  is  again  indented  as  if  by  a  huge 
trident,  providing  within  the  outer  roadstead 
a  trinity  of  natural  harbours  of  great 
potentialities  for  a  rich  and  fertile  district 
of  recent  development.  The  first,  Banes, 
has  large  fruit  exports.  In  the  centre  inlet, 
or  bay  of  Nipe,  the  port  of  Antilla  has  been 
created  as  the  terminus  of  the  trans-Cuban 
railroad  system  and  the  harbour  for  the 
fleet  of  fast  fruit  steamers,  on  a  direct  route 
from  New  York,  which  brings  thousands  of 
winter  visitors  and  takes  enormous  cargoes 
of  bananas,  pineapples,  and  other  fruit  to 
the  northern  markets.  Many  tourists 
choose  this  route  to  land  in  eastern  Cuba, 
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travelling"  thence  by  rail-stages  through  the 
Island  to  Havana.  From  the  capital,  New 
York  can  then  be  reached  by  direct  steamer 
or  by  ferry  or  seaplane  across  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  to  the  Florida  Keys,  which  are 
linked  by  the  wonderful  causeway  that 
carries  the  railroad  across  the  stretches  of 
tranquil  ocean  to  the  Florida  mainland. 

From  Nipe  Bay,  five  miles  up  the  Mayari 
River,  is  a  port  of  the  same  name,  which 
ships  iron  ore  and  manganese  mined  in  the 
interior,  and  hardwoods.  In  the  third  inlet, 
or  Bay  of  Levisa,  Cabonico  completes  this 
interesting1  group  of  harbours.  The  next 
place  of  importance  is  Sagua,  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Tanamo  river,  and  then  the 
last  port  on  the  north  coast  is  reached — 
Baracoa,  the  oldest  city  in  Cuba.  Founded 
by  Velasquez,  whose  house  is  preserved, 
and  originally  the  capital,  it  is  a  historic 
centre  of  a  district  of  magnificent  scenery 
and  natural  wonders.  It  also  has  a  large 
export  trade. 

ALONG  THE  SOUTH  COAST.  ' 

Sailing  round  Cape  Maysi,  the  eastern 
extremity,  and  turning  westward  along  the 
south  coast,  the  first  harbour  of  importance 
is  Guantanamo  Bay,  seven  miles  across, 
completely  shut  in  by  mountains  except  the 
narrow  gorge  of  entrance,  and  very  deep. 
It  is  of  great  strategic  importance,  and 
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Caim^nera,  on  the  western  side  has  a  large 
export  trade  in  sugar  and  minerals.  The 
city  of  Guantanamo  is  built  inland  on  the 
Guaso  River.  Skirting  the  great  mining 
districts  of  Oriente,  the  capital  of  the 
province,  Santiago  de  Cuba,  is  reached. 
The  harbour  is  also  mountain  locked  except 
for  a  narrow  winding  entrance,  the  scene  of 
dramatic  naval  incidents  in  the  Spanish- 
American  conflict.  Santiago  was  the  head- 
quarters of  Diego  Columbus  and  De  Soto. 

The  cathedral  is  interesting ;  but  most  of 
the  ancient  town  was  destroyed  by  earth- 
quake. There  is  much,  however,  to  delight 
the  visitor,  arid  the  city  is  built  on  the  foot- 
hills of  majestic  Sierra.  The  port  has  a  large 
volume  of  shipping,  and  exports  sugar, 
tobacco,  iron  ore,  coffee,  molasses,  and 
hard  woods.  Rum  distilled  locally  from 
sugar  by-products  is  also  a  trade  staple. 

Manzanillo  is  the  port  and  clearing  house 
for  the  important  Rivers  Yara  and  Cauto, 
which  tap  forests  of  hard  woods,  and  for 
the  sugar  districts  near  Bayamo.  Santa 
Cruz  and  Jucaro  are  ports  on  the  south 
coast  of  Camaguey  reached  through  the 
coral  islets  of  Doce  Leguas,  haunts  of 
Morgan  and  other  famous  pirates.  Sailing 
now  off  the  coast  of  Santa  Clara  province, 
Tunas  de  Zaza  is  the  harbour  for  Sancti 
Spiritus,  and  Casilda  is  the  port  of  old 
Trinidad,  which,  like  so  many  coast  towns, 
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was  built  three  miles  inland  to  protect  it 
from  famous  buccaneers  who  made  this 
coast  historic  and  sanguinary.  In  Trinidad 
Cortes  gathered  his  Mexican  expeditionaries 
and  the  ancient  city  is  full  of  interest.  It 
stands  on  a  hill  and  has  just  been  reached 
by  railroad  which  may  in  time  detract  from 
its  16th  century  charm. 

Continuing  the  voyage,  Cienfuegos  is 
reached,  one  of  the  most  flourishing  and 
attractive  cities  in  Cuba  with  a  magnificent 
land-locked  harbour  ten  miles  long,  and 
described  as  the  most  wonderful  port  in  the 
world  (Mahan).  It  has  a  large  export  and 
import  trade.  After  skirting  the  famous 
Zapata  swamps,  the  passage  for  a  hundred 
miles  lies  in  a  natural  channel  through  white 
coral,  with  clear  water  which  allows  a 
wonderful  view  of  tropical  sea  bed  with  a 
wrealth  of  marine  flora,  fauna,  and  exquisite 
coral  formation,  to  Batabano,  the  southern 
port  of  Havana  province. 

South  of  this  lies  a  beautiful  archipelego, 
island  gems  where  pirates  lurked,  and 
retaining  many  legends  of  buried  treasure. 
These  are  now  chiefly  the  haunts  of  giant 
turtles  and  rare  birds,  and  can  be  known 
best  by  taking  passage  on  the  sponge  boats, 
from  which  the  work  of  the  divers  can  be 
seen  as  they  swim  with  agility  and  gather 
their  prizes  under  the  clear  water  in  which 
fish,  some  enormous  and  dangerous  and 
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many  beautiful  varieties,  abound.  There  is 
no  place  ^yhere  submarine  photography  can 
be  so  simply  arranged.  Yachting  parties 
linger  for  weeks  in  this  marine  fairyland. 
Frequent  steamers  ply  from  Batabano  to  the 
Isle  of  Pines,  the  only  large  island  in  this 
group.  It  is  60  miles  across,  and  is  rich 
in  minerals,  especially  copper,  and  has  large 
colonies  of  foreign  fruit  growers  who  export 
from  Nueva  Gerona,  which  is  also  a  popular 
health  resort. 

There  are  no  ports  of  note  on  the  western 
end  of  Cuba,  and  from  Batabano  you  sail 
round  Cape  San  Antonio,  on  the  rocky 
shores  of  Pinar  del  Rio,  and  continue  east- 
ward on  the  north  coast  to  Bahia  Honda, 
the  province's  chief  port,  with  a  harbour 
capable  of  great  development.  Next  comes 
Cabanas  with  its  large  land-locked  road- 
stead, then  Mariel,  a  large  but  partially 
developed  harbour.  Twenty-six  miles  east- 
ward, Havana  again  is  reached,  completing 
the  tour  round  the  Island. 


CUBA.  73 


THE  LAND  OF  OPPORTUNITY 


Cuba  is  an  attractive  country  to  visit,  and 
offers  a  wide  field  for  individual  enterprise. 
During-  the  War  of  Independence  one-third 
of  the  people  perished.  The  population  is 
still  less  than  60  per  square  mile,  and  with 
large  communities  grouped  near  the  impor- 
tant cities  there  is  plenty  of  room  for  settlers 
especially  in  the  eastern  provinces.  The 
Island  is  endowed  with  a  rich,  moist  soil, 
suitable  for  every  necessary  of  life.  There 
has  been  a  natural  tendency  for  the  present 
population  to  centre  its  energies  on  the 
production  of  sugar  and  tobacco  to  the 
neglect  of  other  enterprises  which  the  im- 
provement in  communication  makes  promis- 
ing. Many  settlers  are  now  attracted  to 
the  Island,  especially  from  the  United 
States  and  Canada.  For  those  with  some 
capital  and  resource,  and  fond  of  outdoor 
life,  there  are  splendid  opportunities. 

Compared  with  the  pioneer  conditions  in 
the  North  Western  countries,  the  settler  in 
Cuba  has  a  bed  of  roses.  There  are  no 
climatic  rigours  to  face.  The  natural 
means  are  at  hand  to  build  a  simple  but 
comfortable  homestead  to  start  with.  In 
the  rich  soil  crop  follows  crop  the  year 
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round.  Vegetables  can  be  raised  in  a  few 
weeks,  chickens  thrive,  fodder  is  abundant 
for  horses  and  cattle.  The  prime  necessaries 
of  life,  therefore,  are  easily  available,  and 
the  future  rests  on  patience  and  perseverance 
as  elsewhere,  but  with  the  primary  ground- 
work of  subsistence  easily  solved.  The 
evolution  of  successful  plantation  life  has 
many  attractive  features. 

NATURAL  PRODUCTS. 

Cuban  coffee  is  unrivalled,  and  at  one 
period  its  export  was  greater  than  Java's. 
To-day  barely  enough  is  raised  for  local 
consumption.  Cocoa  is  an  important 
export,  but  there  is  scope  for  great  develop- 
ment, especially  in  the  eastern  highlands. 
Magnificent  cotton  has  been  raised  on  the 
Coast,  but  the  industry  has  languished  since 
the  earlier  days,  when  productive  enterprise 
was  taxed  out  of  existence.  The  prevailing 
price  and  the  restrictions  planned  in  the 
Southern  States  is  creating  a  new  oppor- 
tunity. Honey  and  wax  are  simple 
staples. 

Bananas,  oranges,  lemons,  limes,  melons, 
grape  fruit,  pine  apples,  dates,  grapes  and 
figs  are  finding  a  ready  market,  and  fruit 
farming  is  attracting  thousands  of  settlers 
who  are  making  it  a  success.  Many  English 
and  Canadian  fruit  growers  in  Florida  are 
now  turning  their  attention  to  the  more  at- 
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tractive  climate  and  soil  of  Cuba.  Potatoes, 
yams,  onions,  beans,  and  other  more  humble 
products  are  also  being-  raised  with  profit. 

Cocoa-nuts  grow  everywhere,  and  the  oil 
is  a  growing  industry.  Cassava,  cinna- 
mon, vanilla,  indigo  and  sago  are  also  ex- 
ported in  increasing  quantities.  Rubber 
has  been  cultivated  with  local  success.  The 
mango,  tamarind,  pomegranate  and  guava 
flourish.  Pickled  mangoes  are  a  popular 
relish  in  the  United  States,  and  the  delicious 
confections  of  jelly  and  paste  made  from  the 
guava  also  find  a  ready  market  there  and 
in  France  and  Spain,  though  these  conserves 
are  not  well  known  in  England.  Those 
who  have  not  eaten  guava  jelly  with  cream 
cheese  have  missed  an  epicurean  dish. 
Almonds  and  honey  are  produced  largely  to 
make  a  rich  Cuban  sweetmeat  which  now 
also  is  exported. 

Rice  and  corn  are  also  raised  successfully 
in  Cuba,  but  only  for  local  consumption. 
Henequen  and  other  fibrous  plants  grow 
plentifully,  and  could  form  the  basis  for 
much  greater  industries  than  at  present 
developed. 

TIMBER  WEALTH. 

The  forests  of  Cuba,  estimated  at 
15,000,000  acres,  are  rich  in  rare  and  hard 
woods.  Cedar,  mahogany,  ebony,  and  teak 
abound,  with  satin  wood,  the  beautiful  grana- 
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dillo,  the  majagua  of  shaded  green,  the  ever- 
lasting-acana,  lignum-vitse,  the  cuia  and  jiqui 
which  never  rot,  rosewood  and  logwood,  in 
amazing  quantities.  The  pine,  rare  in  the 
torrid  zone,  is  found,  in  some  districts.  The 
royal  palm  flourishes  everywhere,  and  every 
item  is  of  use  in  the  country  where  it  builds 
barks  and  thatches  houses,  its  seeds  fatten 
stock,  and  its  sprouts  are  more  tender  than 
cabbage.  There  are  some  fibrous  barks 
like  that  of  the  majagua,  which  make  splen- 
did ropes,  and  many  varieties  of  good  build- 
ing timber. 

With  such  equipment,  and  the  present 
training  in  arts  and  crafts  in  the  schools, 
Cuba  will  one  day  have  factories  which  will 
supply  the  world  with  exclusive  furniture. 
Until  then  the  forest  wealth  must  be  ex- 
ploited for  export,  and  timber  land  yearly 
increases  in  value,  though  an  English  syndi- 
cate a  few  years  ago  was  offered  some  of 
the  best  at  5/-  per  acre  in  a  district  which 
fetched  £10  an  acre  five  years  later.  But 
there  are  still  great  opportunities  in  Cuban 
timber. 

MINERAL  WEALTH. 

In  minerals,  also,  the  Island  has  vast  un- 
developed stores  :  iron,  copper,  manganese, 
lead,  zinc,  talc,  cobalt,  some  gold  and  silver, 
and  rich  deposits  of  bitumen.  In  the 
Eastern  province  iron  and  manganese  mines 
supply  high-grade  ore  to  the  greatest 
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American  steel  company,  one  district  alone 
producing  more  than  a  million  tons  of  ore 
yearly.  Copper  also  is  mined  in  increasing 
quantities,  and  until  an  internal  spring  was 
tapped  to  defy  pumping,  an  English  com- 
pany worked  a  magnificent  property  success- 
fully. Hatuey  had  golden  statues  and 
Albarracin  in  1620  wrote  of  the  land  as  a 
tangible  El  Dorado,  but  so  far  the  proved 
riches  rest  with  the  baser  metals,  and  gold, 
of  which  many  traces  are  found,  still  holds 
its  quantative  secret  in  the  serpentine  forma- 
tion. Bitumen  is  mined  in  several  districts. 

Petroleum,  discovered  by  Humboldt,  19 
now  pumped  in  the  Western  provinces  from 
borings  in  plutonic,  igneous  rocks,  which 
seem  merely  to  have  tapped  the  seepage 
from  enormous  oil  fields  in  the  Cretaceous 
and  Jurassic  systems  below.  There  is  also 
promise  of  abundant  natural  gas. 

Marble,  magnificent  rock  crystal,  and 
alabaster  are  common  in  Cuba,  and  madre- 
porite  capable  of  beautiful  polish  for  solid 
decoration,  is  almost  unheeded.  Ruskin 
had  magnificent  specimens  from  Cuba  in 
his  collection. 

FLORA  AND  FAUNA. 

Many  pages  could  be  devoted  to  the  rich 
natural  vegetation,  the  rare  tropical  plants 
and  orchids,  bright  flowers  and  creepers. 
The  bird  life  is  curious,  as  there  are  many 
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indigenous  varieties  of  gorgeous  plumage 
with  exotics  of  the  Temperate  zone, 
pheasants,  ducks,  quail,  grouse,  etc.  Game 
is  so  abundant  that  hunters  often  subsist  for 
weeks  on  the  birds,  deer  and  rabbits  they 
shoot,  helped  by  edible  tubers  and  wild 
fruit,  and  fish  if  they  are  on  the  coast. 
Visitors  should  consult  the  exhaustive  works 
of  Poey,  the  Cuban  naturalist,  if  they  desire 
£o  study  the  animal  life. 

Enormous  alligators  of  placid  disposition 
haunt  the  more  remote  rivers.  The  huge 
but  pacific  majd  is  an  alarming  but  inoffen- 
sive member  of  the  python  variety  which 
children  can  feed  with  impunity.  The  juba 
is  also  common  and  far  more  pugnatious, 
but  there  are  no  deadly  snakes.  There 
are  beautiful  lizards  of  every  size  and 
variety.  There  are  few  dangerous  wild 
animals.  Ugly  and  formidable  boars  are 
hunted  on  horseback.  There  are  wild  dogs 
also  of  a  vicious  type,  and  tiger  cats  some- 
times mistaken  for  leopards.  The  jutia  is 
a  remarkable  vegetarian,  not  known  else- 
where, a  cross  between  a  giant  rat  and  huge 
squirrel,  cousin  to  the  kinkajou. 

There  are  many  pests — scorpions,  taran- 
tulas and  centipedes,  but  none  of  the  fatal 
variety.  Land  crabs  hunt  in  droves  and 
are  frequently  annoying.  Cannibal  ants 
are  similar  to  the  West  African  variety  and 
jiggers  also.  But,  with  due  respect  to 
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sane  writers,  the  mosquito  in  my  compre- 
hensive experience  of  districts,  is  generally 
rare  and  innoxious  except  near  certain 
swamps  and  on  the  sand  keys.  Enormous 
fireflies  make  wonderful  effects  at  night. 

There  are  over  600  varieties  of  fish  in 
Cuban  waters — many  very  beautiful.  In 
the  clear  channels  between  the  cayos  thou- 
sands of  gaudy  families  are  reared  in  plain 
view  before  they  brave  the  cosmopolitan 
dangers  outside.  Every  kind  of  sport  is 
afforded  from  spearing  huge  crustaceans  by 
torchlight,  netting  or  trawling  the  common 
species,  or  for  the  ambitious  angler  there  are 
scores  of  sporting  varieties,  including  the 
aguja,  one  of  which  would  feed  a  battalion, 
and  the  largest  types  of  sharks.  The 
manatee  is  often  speared,  and  the  giant 
octopod  avoided.  Enormous  turtles  abound. 

PROVINCIAL  DESCRIPTIONS. 
Cuba  offers  such  a  variety  of  scenery, 
interests  and  opportunities  that  it  is  beyond 
the  scope  of  this  work  to  classify  or  deal 
separately  with  all  the  historical  and  natural 
features  or  the  centres  of  different  industries. 
Most  of  the  principal  cities  are  on  the  coast 
and  have  been  mentioned  in  the  list  of  ports. 
By  giving  a  brief  general  description  of  each 
of  the  five  provinces,  their  chief  interior 
towns  and  important  features  can  be 
denoted. 
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PlNAR   DEL   RlO. 

The  most  westerly  province  is  moun- 
tainous in  parts,  and  not  thickly  populated. 
The  Cordilleras  de  los  Organos  are  not  so 
high  as  the  mountains  in  Eastern  Cuba,  but 
they  are  very  picturesque  and  the  highlands 
are  productive  especially  for  tobacco  and 
coffee.  Excellent  marble  is  quarried,  and 
in  the  arable  valleys  there  are  rich  planta- 
tions and  ranches.  There  are  attractive 
openings  for  agricultural  settlers,  and  some 
land  is  cheap.  The  province  offers  the 
extremes  in  Cuban  land  values.  Large 
ranches  in  the  extreme  West  have  been  sold 
recently  for  about  <£!  an  acre,  while  in  the 
unrivalled  Vuelta  Abajo  tobacco  district 
vegas  of  approved  quality,  in  eager  competi- 
tion, have  fetched  £400  per  acre. 

The  true  Vuelta  Abajo  is  only  30  miles 
long  and  about  15  wide,  but  it  produces  from 
some  mysterious  quality  of  soil  a  leaf  of 
delicate  aroma  which  makes  the  world's 
choicest  cigars.  In  all  parts  of  Pinar  del 
Rio,  patches  of  good  tobacco  are  found. 
There  is  also  magnificent  grazing  land  for 
cattle  and  horses,  and  sugar,  coffee  and 
general  agriculture  flourish.  There  is 
great  undeveloped  mineral  wealth. 

The  principal  inland  towns  are  Pinar  del 
Rio,  the  capital,  118  miles  west  from 
Havana,  beautifully  situated,  and  a  great 
tobacco  centre.  Mantua  is  the  nearest 
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market  town  for  the  extreme  west,  Vinales 
lies  in  a  rich  valley  famous  for  scenery  and 
tobacco,  and  near  valuable  mineral  springs. 
Travelling  eastward  from  Pinar  del  Rio, 
toward  Havana,  Consolacion  del  Sur,  on  the 
main  railroad  is  the  centre  of  a  rich  tobacco 
district.  San  Cristobel,  70  miles  from 
Havana,  is  a  progressive  city  and  market 
for  the  Vuelta  Abajo.  Artemisa,  35  miles 
beyond,  also  draws  its  prosperity  from  this 
famous  district.  Due  north  of  it  Guanajay 
is  the  centre  of  a  flourishing  agricultural 
district.  Candelaria  has  important  mineral 
springs  and  is  surrounded  by  plantations  of 
sugar,  tobacco  and  coifee.  San  Diego  de 
los  Banos  on  the  Caiguanabo  is  a  celebrated 
Spa  with  springs  and  baths  of  proved  cura- 
tive quality.  This  resort  has  wonderful 
environs,  including  amazing  petrified  forma- 
tions and  the  Arcos  de  Caiguanabo,  caverns 
of  an  underground  river. 

THE  PROVINCE  OF  HAVANA. 
Continuing  eastward,  Havana  province  is 
reached,  the  smallest,  '  richest,  and  most 
closely  populated  department  of  Cuba. 
Possessing  a  rich  soil,  it  has  large  planta- 
tions of  sugar  and  tobacco,  some  magnificent 
ranches  and  farms.  There  are  many 
interior  towns,  each  with  peculiar  local  in- 
dustries. Most  of  the  large  tobacco 
factories  are  in  or  near  the  capital,  some  in 
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Regla,  a  business  city  on  the  east  shore 
of  Havana  Harbour.  Guanabacoa,  on  a 
hill  three  miles  beyond,  has  fine  old  churches 
and  important  industries,  and  is  near  large 
marble  quarries.  Within  easy  reach  is 
Cojimar,  a  popular  bathing  resort  and  full 
of  interesting  fortifications,  historic  as  the 
scene  of  the  landing  of  the  British  expedition 
which  finally  took  Havana  in  1762.  On  the 
railroad  running  south  of  the  capital,  San- 
tiago de  las  Vegas  and  Bejucal  are  impor- 
tant cities  3,000  feet  above  sea  level,  and 
close  rivals  for  the  claim  of  being  the 
healthiest  places  in  the  world.  Rincon,  an 
important  railroad  junction  and  market,  lies 
between  them.  San  Antonio  de  los  Banos 
and  Madruga  further  west  have  mineral 
springs  that  attract  thousands  of  visitors. 
Near  the  former  resort  the  Ariguanabo  river 
ends  suddenly  in  a  whirlpool  where  it  dis- 
appears underground.  Guines  is  a  large 
and  beautiful  city  30  miles  southwest  from 
Havana.  It  is  surrounded  by  ranches  where 
the  finest  horses  and  cattle  in  tne  Island  are 
bred,  and  has  superb  environs.  Jaruco  is 
an  interesting  town  further  north.  Quivi- 
can,  Alquizar,  Guara,  Managua,  Tapaste, 
Guira,  Melina,  and  Las  Lajas  are  market 
towns  of  varied  importance  and  interest. 

THE  CENTRAL  PROVINCES. 
Matanzas   is   closely   settled,    and   though 
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its  area  is  only  3,700  square  miles,  every 
acre  of  the  soil  is  rich  and  the  province  is 
filled  with  sugar  estates  and  rich  planta- 
tions. Its  two  largest  cities  on  the  coast 
have  been  mentioned  in  the  list  of  ports. 
Macagua  and  Colon  are  important  centres 
of  rich  sugar  districts.  Sabanilla,  Union, 
Alacranes,  Bolondron,  Corral  Falso,  Cuevi- 
tas,  Cervantes,  Calimete  and  Palmillas  are 
market  towns  on  the  southern  railroad 
system.  Corral  Nuevo,  Guanajayabo, 
Limonar,  Jovellanos,  and  San  Jose  are  trad- 
ing centres  for  the  rich  districts  on  the 
northern  lines.  San  Miguel  has  sulphur 
springs  of  repute. 

The  most  wonderful  features  of  Matanzas 
are  the  Yumuri  Valley,  a  natural  park  of 
rare  tropical  beauty  six  miles  in  length,  with 
scenery  that  defies  description.  It  is  over- 
looked by  Monserrat,  a  duplicate  of  Mons 
Serratus  in  Catalonia,  after  which  it  is 
named,  and  capped  with  a  church  and  shrine 
visited  by  many  afflicted  pilgrims.  From 
the  crest  a  magnificent  view  of  the  valley  is 
obtained.  Within  easy  reach  are  the  mam- 
moth caverns  of  Bellamar,  with  extensive 
stalactitic  and  stalagmitic  formations. 

Santa  Clara,  the  adjoining  province  8,900 
sq.  miles)  has  large  sugar  and  tobacco  plan- 
tations, rich  grazing  lands,  and  large 
apiaries.  In  the  extensive  Manicaragua 
valley  tobacco  second  only  to  the  Vuelta 
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Abajo  is  grown.  The  soil  is  rich,  and  there 
is  some  room  for  settlers.  There  is  un- 
developed mineral  wealth  in  both  of  the 
central  provinces. 

The  capital,  Santa  Clara,  is  an  interesting 
inland  city  on  high  ground.  The  four 
largest  cities  are  ports  on  the  north  and 
south  coast  previously  described.  Sancti 
Spiritus  is  a  quaint  old  town  founded  in  15,14 
in  the  south  eastern  district.  Remedies, 
near  the  north  coast,  and  Las  Cruces,  on 
the  railroad  to  Cienfuegos,  are  flourishing 
cities.  Santo  Domingo,  Calabazar,  Esper- 
anza,  Placetas,  Ranchuelo,  Las  Lajas, 
Cartagena,  and  Palmira  are  market  towns  of 
local  importance.  In  the  south  the  low-lying 
Cienega  Zapata  has  marvellous  animal  and 
vegetable  life,  but  it  is  difficult  to  explore. 

THE  EASTERN  PROVINCES. 

Passing  eastward  from  Santa  Clara,  the 
character  of  the  country  changes  rapidly. 
Camaguey,  the  next  province,  is  sparsely 
populated.  It  has  12,400  square  miles  of 
rich  grazing  land  and  valuable  forests.  It 
is  an  ideal  cattle  country,  but  its  largest 
ranches  were  discontinued  when  the  war 
with  Spain  stopped  exports  and  the  industry 
has  never  been  fully  re-established.  To  men 
fond  of  horses,  and  an  open  life,  Eastern 
Cuba  offers  ideal  conditions.  Cattle  thrive 
on  the  rich  Parana  grass,  a  pasture  which 
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is  practically  inexhaustible,  and  they  need 
no  special  fattening.  The  problems  of 
drought  or  winter  have  not  to  be  faced  as 
in  most  cattle  countries,  and  neither  stall 
feeding  nor  shelter  has  to  be  thought  of. 
The  grass  often  is  six  feet  high,  and  in 
some  of  the  valleys  pata  de  Gallina  is  also 
abundant  for  fodder.  There  are  districts 
where  stock  can  be  fattened  on  an  acre  of 
pasture  a  year  per  head,  though  I  fear 
British  farmers  will  hardly  credit  it. 

I  have  ridden  some  hundreds  of  miles  in 
Eastern  Cuba,  generally  slinging  a  ham- 
jnock  for  the  night,  occasionally  testing  the 
never-failing  hospitality  of  the  open-hearted 
Cuban  rancheros,  who  gave  their  best  and 
refused  payment.  I  can  think  of  no  other 
place  so  attractive  for  exploration  or  for 
settlers.  Fish  are  plentiful  in  the  rivers 
&nd  off  the  coast.  Game  is  abundant,  and 
honey,  mangoes,  and  yams  can  be  found 
everywhere.  For  travellers  who  do  not 
wish  to  rough  it  settlements  can  generally 
be  reached,  even  from  the  wildest  districts. 
Geologists,  botanists,  naturalists,  artists  and 
sportsmen  will  be  delighted. 

The  capital  of  the  province,  Camaguey  or 
Puerto  Principe,  is  the  largest  and  most 
fascinating  inland  city  in  Cuba.  With 
Moorish  types  of  architecture  peering  from 
every  variety  of  palm,  and  many  houses 
built  round  beautiful  courtyards  with  foun- 
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tains,  tropical  plants  and  flowers,  among" 
which  birds  of  rich  plumage  flit,  the  city 
has  an  almost  oriental  appearance.  The 
people  retain  an  old-fashioned  courtesy,  and 
are  very  hospitable  to  strangers.  Many  of 
the  houses  were  built  in  the  sixteenth 
century  and  the  city  retains  a  certain 
medieval  charm.  Its  people  are  cultured, 
and  its  cavalry  regiments  performed  dash- 
ing exploits  during  the  war.  Most  of  the 
inland  towns  are  quaint  and  small.  Alta 
Gracia,  Ciego  de  Avila  and  Minas  are 
interesting.  Large  quantities  of  valuable 
hard  woods  are  exported  from  the  forests. 

La  Gloria  is  the  centre  of  a  flourishing 
fruit  district,  owned  chiefly  by  foreign 
settlers.  Cubitas,  a  hill  town  just  to  the 
south,  was  the  seat  of  the  Provisional 
Government  during  the  war,  when  the 
government  was  set  up  under  the  presidency 
of  the  venerable  Marquis  of  Santa  Lucia, 
and  vigorously  maintained.  Note  the  type  of 
owner  even  of  the  smaller  Cuban  ranches  : 
heco  de  bronce,  a  fearless  horseman,  expert 
with  lasso  and  rifle.  If  you  taste  his 
hospitality  he  proves  a  poet  at  heart,  often 
with  a  wide  knowledge  of  the  lyric  verse 
of  his  country,  a  simple  cultured  philosopher, 
without  prototype  and  generally  with  a  very 
large  family,  with  none  of  the  domestic 
worries  of  industrial  civilisation. 
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ORIENTE. 

The  province  of  Oriente,  formerly  San- 
tiago de  Cuba,  the  largest  department, 
occupies  the  extreme  eastern  section  of  the 
Island.  Toward  the  north  coast  there  are 
flourishing  plantations  with  an  enormous 
fruit  trade.  Peaceful  agricultural  valleys 
with  charming  haciendas,  are  succeeded  by 
rugged  and  inaccessible  Sierra,  virgin  forests 
and  rolling  prairies  of  succulent  grass  and 
cattle  herds.  The  mountains  are  rich  in 
copper,  manganese,  iron,  mercury,  bitumen, 
lead,  and  zinc  mines. 

In  some  regions  altitude  is  marked  by 
three  distinct  belts  of  vegetation,  the  wealth 
and  colour  of  tropical  forest,  a  terrace  of 
the  semi-tropical,  succeeded  by  the  coni- 
fers of  pines  marking  the  high  sky-line  as  a 
tropical  anomaly.  In  the  north  eastern  dis- 
tricts toward  Baracoa,  the  region,  geologi- 
cally young,  abounds  in  beautiful  scenery, 
and  a  river  which  leaps  down  jubilantly  a 
sheer  300  feet  in  its  race  seaward,  only  to  be 
trapped  in  boiling  protest,  is  engulfed  in  a 
deep  cavern.  Here  are  caves  with  amazing 
limestone  formation,  prismatic  spars,  and 
fossils  of  prehistoric  monsters  pushed  to- 
ward the  surface  by  natural  upheaval.  All 
these  wonders  of  Nature  are  only  a  few 
miles  from  the  great  fruit  port,  three  days 
from  New  York,  and  thus  as  accessible  as 
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the   Yellowstone   and    Rockies   which   some 
parts  of  Santiago  rival. 

SOME  HISTORIC  SCENES. 
Every   town   in   Eastern   Cuba  has   some 
adjacent    interest.        Bayamo    is    a    famous 
old    Cuban   city,    with     quaint     architecture 
and  much  charm  and  history.       Holguin  is 
more  modern,  and  has  important  industries. 
•Jiguani     is     interesting     and     picturesquely 
situated,   overlooked  by  a  quaint  old  fort. 
It  was  the  scene  of  bitter  fighting  during  the 
war.       There  are  flourishing  plantations  in 
the    vicinity.       Sabanilla,     Palma    Soriano, 
Moron  and  Cobre  are  towns  near  important 
mining  districts.       Caney,   near  the  capital, 
was  captured  by  the  American  forces  during 
the    Santiago    campaign.        The    American 
troops    landed    on    the    mountainous    south 
coast  to  co-operate  with  the  navy  in  invest- 
ing   the    city,    duplicating    the    preliminary 
operations     during     Vernon's     unfortunate 
expedition    in     1741,    when    British    forces 
under  Wentworth   landed   further  eastward 
to  co-operate  with  the  ships  in  attacking  the 
same  land-locked   port.        Off  these   shores 
too,    scene   of   the  "Spanish-American   naval 
battle,   there  was   an  earlier  episode  when 
the  steamer  Virginius  was  captured  with  an 
expedition  of  Cubans  and  Americans.     Their 
execution    in   batches   was   delayed   by    Mr. 
Ramsden,    our    Consul    in    Santiago,    who 
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covered  some  prisoners  with  the  Union  Jack 
and  dared  the  troops  to  fire.  He  had  sent 
for  H.M.S.  Niobe,  whose  captain  on  arrival 
summarily  stopped  the  executions  by  laying 
his  guns  on  the  city.  No  event  in  history 
has  done  so  much  for  British  prestige  in 
all  the  Americas. 

South  of  Bayamo,  near  Paralyo,  the 
Cubans  won  a  great  victory  from  which  the 
Captain-General  only  escaped  capture  by 
hiding  in  a  Red  Cross  litter  which  was 
allowed  to  pass  with  the  wounded.  Follow- 
ing his  capture  of  Guaimaro,  Victoria  Las 
Tunas  with  twenty  forts  was  beseiged  and 
taken  by  General  Calixto  Garcia.  Here 
the  potency  of  German  Mausers,  backed  by 
Krupps  with  machine  guns,  barbed  wire, 
and  trenches  were  first  demonstrated  by  the 
casualties  of  the  attacking  forces  after  the 
Cuban  artillery  had  silenced  the  forts.  Led 
in  person  by  Colonel  now  President  Menocal, 
who  was  shot  down  at  the  wire,  and  by 
Colonel  Carlos  Garcia,  now  Minister  at 
London,  who  also  lost  his  horse  in  the 
charge,  but  led  the  troops  through  the 
entanglements,  the  Cuban  infantry  stormed 
and  took  the  city  at  enormous  sacrifice. 

POTENTIAL  WEALTH. 

The  mineral  resources  of  Oriente  are 
beyond  estimate.  Extensive  Manganese 
mines  are  worked  by  Cubans  and  Americans. 
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At  Cobre  there  are  enormous  but  difficult 
veins  of  copper.  The  Carnegie  Steel 
Group  and  other  American  interests  have 
leased  many  iron  and  manganese  mines  in 
the  southern  mountains,  and  enormous  quan- 
tities of  ore  are  shipped  from  their  own  ports 
on  the  coast.  Marble  and  Rock  Crystal 
are  abundant.  Fruit,  coffee,  cattle  and 
timber  offer  more  simple  opportunities. 
Labour  is  still  needed  in  Cuba,  though  there 
were  57,097  emigrants  landed  in  1917  and 
37,320  in  1918.  Of  these  totals  49,087 
were  from  Spain.  These  workers  are 
industrious  and  frugal,  though  many  of 
them  earn  good  pay  for  a  few  years  and 
return  home  to  retire  instead  of  permanently 
settling.  There  are  thousands  of  British 
negroes  on  the  plantations,  and  before  the 
war  high-class  Scandinavian  agricultural 
workers  were  becoming  attracted  to  the 
Island. 

IN  THE  SIERRA  REGION. 
Visitors  to  Cuba  should  recall  Cato's 
lament,  and  endeavour  to  make  the  ultra- 
montane trip  on  horseback.  Who  can  say 
that  they  know  the  Island  unless  they  have 
seen  Turquino,  King  of  the  Sierra  Maestre, 
by  the  full  moon?  Dawn  is  not  so  early 
either  that  the  sunrise  need  be  missed  from 
some  point  on  the  Sierra  del  Cobrc.  For 
preference,  leave  the  railroad  near  Las 
Tunas,  and  with  a  practice  to  guide,  ride 
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across  to  the  wonderful  Cauto  region. 
Follow  the  course  of  the  river,  upstream, 
through  magnificent  forest,  fertile  potrero 
and  glen.  A  week  can  be  spent  in  this 
region,  riding  near  shallows,  haunts  of  the 
flamingo,  albatross,  brightened  by  kaleido- 
scopic flights  of  plumage,  and  with  huge 
alligators  sunning  on  the  banks.  Clumps 
of  enormous  sugar  cane,  trails  through  grass 
higher  than  horse  and  rider,  backwaters 
hidden  by  clouds  of  melliferous  blossoms, 
near  woods  dripping  with  wild  honey,  give 
every  variety  of  scene,  alternating  with 
magnificent  pyramids  of  verdure,  hills  of 
vivid  forest  succeeded  by  sunlit  valleys, 
beyond  which  stately  mountains  rise  from  a 
sea  of  vegetation  up  to  9,000  feet. 

Riding  southward,  avoid  the  passes 
through  which  rails  and  roads  wangle  to  the 
coast  and  boldly  negotiate  trails  leading  up 
and  over  the  wall  of  lofty  sierra  which 
extends  along  the  southern  seaboard  of  the 
province.  Camp  at  least  one  night  on  some 
open  and  accessible  peak  to  see  the  sunset 
of  orange,  pink  and  scarlet  flame  across  the 
royal  blue  of  sea  and  sky,  backing  the  ser- 
rated ridges  of  mount  and  forest,  to  fade 
to  rapid  darkness,  the  cosmical  replaced  by 
the  acronycal,  with  no  twilight  contest,  as  a 
million  stars  blaze  out  with  bewildering 
rapidity. 

If  fortune  has  thrown  in  a  moon  near  full, 
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the  clear  atmosphere  will  give  new  views 
of  surpassing  wonder,  with  sea,  rivers  and 
lagoons  of  quicksilver,  in  a  wide  vista  of 
vegetation,  heavily  wooded  canons  in  black 
shadow,  with  Turquino,  Gran  Piedra,  and 
other  giant  peaks  standing  in  clean  cut 
silhouette.  Heed  your  practico  and  sleep 
shaded  from  this  moon  glare,  and  rise 
before  the  dawn  which  will  be  an  ineffaceable 
recollection,  a  vision  of  natural  glory  that 
defies  adequate  description.  Imagine  first 
the  aurora  australis.  The  tropics  give  no 
creeping  transitions  between  nights  and 
days.  To  eastward,  sea,  earth  and  sky 
are  bathed  suddenly  in  changing  colours,  a 
pageant  of  tinted  lights  across  the  heavens, 
effaced  by  a  rising  wave  of  ruddy  gold 
which  dissolves  before  an  enlarging  arc  of 
brilliant  sun  rays.  This  throws  mountain 
valley  and  forest  in  wonderful  chiaroscuro 
until  the  sun  itself  appears  to  move  steadily 
into  the  sky,  lighting  up  every  nook  and 
chasm,  absorbing  the  golden  haze  of  the 
lowlands  and  defining  sharply  a  view  of 
incredible  extent.  Cities,  distant  many 
hours  of  hard  riding,  appear  within  rifle 
shot,  every  tone  and  shade  of  vegetation  is 
vivified,  and  peaks  more  than  a  hundred 
miles  away  seem  tu  be  easy  neighbours. 

In  these  mountains  I  have  ridden  above 
a  storm,  with  clear  sky  and  sun  overhead, 
a  sea  of  dark  clouds  obliterating  everything 
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below.  Some  of  the  peaks  are  huge  cones 
of  virgin  forest,  others  rise  in  fertile 
green  terraces  with  haciendas  nestling  pic- 
turesquely on  the  heights.  To  the  south- 
ward many  slope  precipitously  to  the  sea, 
and  the  descents  by  some  trails  leading 
towards  Santiago  or  to  the  mining  towns 
nestling  in  the  foothills,  are  difficult  and 
dangerous.  Most  of  these  mountains  are 
great  calcareous  masses,  many  are  verdure 
clad,  and  there  are  wonderful  varieties  of 
colouring,  mineral  and  vegetable. 

To  tour  the  Island  thoroughly,  after 
seeing  Havana,  Pinar  del  Rio  should  be 
covered  by  rail  and  horseback.  From 
Batabano  take  a  sail  through  the  southern 
archipelago  or  from  the  Isle  of  Pines.  Train, 
or  motor  on  the  network  of  national  high- 
ways, make  points  in  the  Central  Provinces 
accessible.  Take  a  boat  to  visit  Cayo 
Romano  and  the  islands  in  the  Bahama 
Channel,  returning  to  Nuevitas  for  rail 
through  the  heart  of  Camaguey  and  Oriente. 
Ride  over  the  wonderful  Baracoa  district 
and  through  the  region  of  the  Upper  Cauto 
before  crossing  the  mountains  to  Santiago. 
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CULTURE. 


The  visitor  to  Cuba  is  at  once  impressed 
by  the  quality  and  abundance  of  its  con- 
temporary publications.  The  daily  news- 
papers of  Havana  and  the  larger  cities  are 
numerous  and  excellent,  and  devote  much 
space  to  foreign  news.  The  list  of 
provincial  papers  is  surprisingly  large. 
There  are  many  well-printed  illustrated 
weeklies  also,  and  the  minor  host  of  periodic 
publications  devoted  to  Art,  Science,  and 
Literature  denotes  a  highly-cultured  read- 
ing public  and  a  taste  somewhat  higher  than 
that  to  which  our  bookstalls  now  cater. 
The  first  statue  erected  in  Free  Cuba  was 
to  Cervantes,  the  second  to  the  Cuban 
philosopher  and  educator,  La  Luz-Caballero, 
whose  works  are  mentioned  by  Scott  and 
Longfellow.  The  Government  liberally 
fosters  all  branches  of  Art,  Science,  and 
Letters. 

Inheriting  much  from  Spain,  Cuban 
culture  has  received  its  greatest  inspiration 
from  France,  with  strong  Anglo-Saxon 
influences  derived  from  educational  associa- 
tions with  the  United  States  and  England. 
For  many  years  the  most  popular  books 
there  have  been  translations  from  standard 
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French  and  British  authors,  with  a  more 
recent  influx  from  the  works  of  American 
writers.  But  there  is  growing  a  vigorous 
national  literature  which  has  blended  these 
divergent  influences  with  the  germinal 
spirit  of  a  people  whose  evolution  has  passed 
from  a  long  period  of  tragedy  and  exile  to 
an  infinite  vision  of  liberty  and  idealism. 
This  interesting  quality  of  contemporary 
Cuban  literature  is  a  strong  outgrowth 
that  has  sprung  rapidly  from  a  celebrated 
past  obscured  by  political  troubles  and 
conflict. 

To  all  branches  of  Art,  Science  and 
Literature  there  are  notable  contributions 
from  the  Pearl  of  the  Antilles,  which  have 
born  their  chief  fruits  abroad.  They  can 
be  traced  in  the  three  Americas  and  in 
Spain.  And  if  we  take  the  culture  of  France 
during  the  nineteenth  century,  we  find  a 
succession  of  celebrated  men  and  women  of 
Cuban  birth,  domiciled  in  Paris,  and  famous 
in  literature  (notably  poetry),  drama,  paint- 
ing, sculpture,  music  and  medicine.  Some 
of  these  are  mentioned  in  the  Tour  du  Pin 
letters.  They  shone  in  the  salons  of 
Madam  de  Stael,  of  the  H6tel  Castellane, 
of  Princess  Mathilde,  and  in  other  centres 
of  culture  and  art  which  shunned  the 
anarchic  cults  of  cruder  realism  through  the 
recurring  periods  of  Republic  and  Empire. 
They  have  not  figured  so  strongly  in 
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published  memoirs  because  they  lived  apart 
from  the  political  atmosphere  that  brought 
notoriety  to  many  salons ;  but  they  are 
sprinkled  liberally  through  the  annals  of  a 
cultured  century  in  Europe  before  their  own 
country  recalled  them.  Glance  through 
Les  Salons  Celebres,  by  Mdme.  Sophie  Gay, 
Les  Salons  d'Autrefois,  by  Countess  Basson- 
ville,  scan  the  lists  of  Mile  Abbatucci  at 
Rue  de  Berri  and  St.  Gratien,  and  you  will 
see  how  strongly  the  suppressed  spirit  of 
Cuba  found  an  outlet  in  the  literary  and 
artistic  circles  of  France.  Many  of  the 
brilliant  women  married  European  notables 
of  the  last  century.  One  wedded  a  famous 
English  Duke  and  played  an  illustrious  part 
in  London  society. 

Trebutien  has  stated  that  Cuban  poetry, 
published  in  Paris,  set  a  lyric  standard  for 
French  poets.  If  we  take  only  those 
Islanders  who  won  international  fame  we 
have  a  formidable  list.  The  first  name 
that  comes  to  mind  is  naturally  "  La 
Avellaneda. ' '  Gertrude  Gomez  de  Avel- 
laneda  stands  among  the  most  famous  of 
the  world's  women  poets.  Born  in  Puerto 
Principe,  Cuba,  1814,  celebrated  in  Europe 
for  her  poetry,  dramas  and  novels,  her 
works  have  been  translated  to  all  civilized 
languages.  La  Hija  de  las  Flores  is 
perhaps  known  best  in  Europe.  Dos 
Mujeres  Spanish  critics  consider  her  best 
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novel.  Hernan  Cortes  and  Baltasar  are 
her  most  notable  classic  dramas.  Her 
plays  have  been  performed  in  France,  Spain, 
Italy  and  throughout  Latin  America.  An- 
other famous  Cuban  poet,  Maria  Santa 
Cruz,  Countess  of  Merlin,  maintained  a 
salon  in  the  Rue  Bondy,  which  attracted  the 
most  notable  people  of  Paris.  She  is  the 
author  of  many  charming  books,  essay, 
travel  and  verse. 

The  works  of  Jose  Maria  Heredia  need 
no  introduction  to  English  readers,  and 
translations  of  his  "  Ode  to  Niagara  " 
appear  in  many  school  books.  His  Saul, 
Tiberio,  and  Los  Ultimos  Romanos  are  also 
well  known,  and  he  is  listed  among  the 
twenty  great  poets  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury. This  famous  Cuban  family  has  been 
prolific  in  genius.  Severiano  de  Heredia 
succeeded  Victor  Hugo  as  president  of  the 
Philotechnic  Society.  Jose  de  Heredia, 
the  poet's  grandnephew,  and  author  of  Les 
Trophes,  was  elected  to  the  French 
Academy.  Nicholas  de  Heredia  was  a  well- 
known  critic  and  author. 

Jose  Saco  and  La  Luz  Caballero,  eminent 
philosophers,  head  a  long  list  of  their 
countrymen  whose  works  have  added  to  the 
world's  thought  :  Noda,  Varela,  Suzarte, 
Dr.  Zambrana,  Bachiller,  Costales,  and 
Vivanco.  The  writings  of  Aguero  are 
well  known  in  England.  Armas,  Arrate, 
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Blanchet  and  Del  Monte  were  noted  his- 
torians. Calvo  was  a  collaborator  of 
Baron  Humboldt.  Poey,  the  Cuban 

naturalist,  Dr.  Morales,  an  authority  on 
tropical  botany,  Labra,  the  abolitionist  who 
co-operated  with  Wilberforce  and  was  a 
guest  of  Gladstone  at  Hawarden,  Dr. 
Abreu,  the  pathologist  and  authority  on 
cholera  morbus,  Dr.  Albarran,  famous  in 
French  medical  annals,  need  no  special 
introduction.  In  literature,  Alfonso,  Valdes, 
Urrutia,  La  Sagra  the  economist,  and 
Echeverria,  are  linked  with  Cuba  and 
France,  friends  and  contemporaries  of  de 
Musset,  Balzac,  Hugo  and  Dumas.  In 
Paris,  too,  Matilda  Penuela  is  listed  with 
the  foremost  women  painters.  Carlos 
Varona  reorganised  the  shattered  finances 
of  Mexico,  and  established  them  on  a  basis 
which  inspired  the  confidence  of  foreign 
capitalists. 

Streets  in  Havana  remind  us  of  Cuba's 
connection  with  the  Latinised  Irish  families 
O'Farrill  and  O'Reilly,  which  gave  Spain 
two  famous  generals.  The  Duquesne  family 
transferred  an  illustrious  name  from  France 
to  Cuba,  where  the  descendants  of  the  fight- 
ing Marquis  have  since  flourished.  General 
Urrutia,  Zarco  del  Valle,  Ezpeleta,  Zayas, 
and  Arango  were  sons  of  Cuba  who  figured 
prominently  in  Europe  during  the  first 
Napoleonic  era. 
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Many  noted  literary  men  paid  the  supreme 
penalty  in  effecting  the  liberation  of  Cuba, 
including  Armas,  Zenea,  Placido,  Cespedes, 
and  Marti.  It  would  take  too  long  to  out- 
line the  periods  of  Cuban  literature,  or  to 
classify  it  even  for  the  last  century.  Velez, 
Palma,  Milanes,  Navarrete,  Medina,  Gon- 
zales,  Villaverde,  Bobadilla,  Frias,  Castillo, 
Angulo,  Pineyro  and  Kindelan  are  each  re- 
presentative of  definite  branches  of  prose  and 
poetry,  when  colonial  education  was  beset 
with  difficulty.  Galvez,  Arango,  Guiteras, 
Montalvo,  Garcia,  Dr.  Romero,  Agramonte, 
La  Torre,  Galarraga  the  dramatist,  Merchan 
the  critic,  Castellanos,  author  of  Los  Argo- 
nautas  and  La  Manigua  Sentimental,  carry 
us  through  the  period  of  transition  which 
is  still  represented  by  writers  like  Pichardo, 
Trelles,  and  Sanguily  (whose  brilliant  pen 
to-day  remains  undaunted  by  battle,  long 
imprisonment  and  exile)  to  the  brighter  era 
of  this  generation. 

With  modern  culture  we  must  associate 
the  names  of  Varona,  Argilagos,  Peyrellade, 
Villoldo,  Velasco,  the  brothers  Carbonell, 
and  De  Armas  who  contributes  to  our 
leading  Reviews  and  is  a  great  authority 
on  Shakespeare.  Among  many  modern 
novelists,  Insua,  Cabrera  and  De  Carrion 
must  be  mentioned,  and  Cata,  the  Cuban 
dramatist,  Altunaga,  the  writer  on  Inter- 
national Law,  bring  us  to  a  long  list  of 
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the  Island's  modern  poets — Cancio,  Vega, 
Urbach,  Navarro,  Mdm.  Borrero,  and  other 
brilliant  compatriots. 

In  poetry,  climate,  scenery,  the  inheritance 
of  romance  and  the  fording-  of  an  Acheron 
of  political  trial,  combined  to  give  Cuba  a 
heritage  unparalleled  in  history.  The  art  of 
declamation  now  taught  in  the  Havana 
Conservatory,  has  been  cultivated  for  three 
centuries,  and  no  other  people  are  so  trained 
to  love  poetic  recitation.  Robust  romance, 
ancient  chivalry,  phantasy,  fable,  nature, 
patriotism,  and  a  resigned  philosophy  are 
characteristics  of  Cuban  verse,  sometimes 
tinged  with  sadness  but  without  trace  of 
morbidness  or  pessimism.  Its  most  notable 
feature  is  its  lyric  quality,  and  a  chapter 
could  be  devoted  to  its  sonnets.  The  names 
of  notable  Cuban  poets  run  to  hundreds. 
Besides  those  already  mentioned,  Zequeira, 
Jorrin,  Vinageras,  Poveda,  Santacilia, 
Tolon,  Miyares,  Sellen,  Tejera,  Carrillo, 
Manzano,  Orgas,  Matamoros,  Zambrana, 
del  Casal,  Luaces,  Mendive,  Xenes,  Mestre, 
Julia  Perez,  and  Aurelia  de  Gonzales  are 
only  a  few  whose  works  extend  with  glory 
across  the  nineteenth  century.  Much  of  the 
verse  is  indigenous,  some  is  epic,  and  its 
elegies  and  odes  are  generally  models  of 
conception  and  harmony. 

In  letters  Cuba  strikes  a  note  of  independ- 
ence   even    in    periodical    literature,    which 
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gives  it  a  national  and  robust  quality — 
Nosotros.  In  Art,  the  excellent  work 
exhibited  in  the  Havana  Salon  reveals 
strong-  influences  of  the  artists  who  have 
received  training  and  honours  ,in  Paris 
Rome  and  Turin.  The  works  of  Acosta, 
Collazo,  Romanach,  Menocal,  Chartrien, 
Subroca  and  Melero  are  well  known  abroad. 
Valderrama,  Cabrera,  Ramos,  Vega,  Lillo, 
Jiminez,  Pena,  Morey,  Blanco,  Oliveras, 
Miss  Melero,  Miss  Arisa,  and  many  other 
Cuban  painters  are  producing  pictures  which 
would  create  notice  in  any  of  the  regular  ex- 
hibitions in  Europe.  But  with  so  much  dis- 
tinctive scenery  in  the  Island,  there  is  a 
sense  of  disappointment  to  the  outsider  that 
local  themes,  especially  in  landscape,  are  not 
more  frequent.  Verestchagin  made  dozens 
of  studies  of  Cuban  scenery  for  ultimate 
works  which,  alas,  could  never  be  completed. 
He  was  enraptured  with  the  tropical  colour- 
ing, and  was  recording  his  impressions  when 
War  recalled  him  to  his  forte  and  death. 

The  French  government  has  recently  pur- 
chased several  examples  of  a  special  school 
of  Cuban  portrait  painting  so  fully  emanci- 
pated from  conventional  conceptions  that 
its  originality  constitutes  a  new  achievement 
in  composition  and  media  which  has  at- 
tracted wide  interest  in  France  and  Italy. 

In  sculpture  Corrieri,  Palacios,  Torres 
and  Ramos  are  representative  names,  and 
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Miss  Bacardi  has  executed  permanent 
works  in  the  United  States.  The  Island 
has  produced  some  famous  architects,  and 
her  civil  engineers  and  their  achievements 
would  need  a  lengthy  chapter  to  enumerate 
— the  Menocals,  Albear,  Portuondo,  Clark, 
and  Villalon,  among  others. 

In  Music,  long  known  to  audiences 
throughout  the  world  as  composers  and  on 
the  concert  platform,  Villate,  Brindis  de 
Sala,  Espadero,  Aristi,  Raffelin,  Natalia 
Broche,  Desvernine,  Cervantes,  Agremonte, 
and  White,  need  no  introduction.  To-day, 
the  compositions  of  Fuentes,  Marin  Varona, 
and  Tomas  are  maintaining  this  high  stan- 
dard. For  the  Stage,  Covarrubias,  Rob- 
refio,  Jose  la  Coste  of  the  Theatre  Francais, 
and  Luisa  Casado  are  a  few  on  a  long  list. 

The  Chess  Champion  of  the  world, 
Capablanca,  is  a  Cuban  who  is  to  play  in 
the  English  tournament  this  summer. 

In  this  short  compendium  of  Cuban 
culture  there  are  probably  some  unfortunate 
omissions,  but  it  has  been  prepared  without 
data,  not  as  an  exhaustive  treatise,  but  as 
a  brief  outline  of  a  subject  which  deserves 
attention.  Mr.  John  Barrett,  Director 
General  of  the  Pan  American  Union  in 
Washington,  is  often  referred  to  in  England 
as  the  arch  priest  of  American  commerce 
in  the  southern  countries.  Mr.  Barrett  has 
a  far  wider  and  deeper  vision.  The  Union 
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which  he  represents  works  not  only  for 
trade-increase  and  linked  railroads,  but  for 
a  broad  basis  of  mutual  understanding  in 
the  New  World  in  which  Canada  plays  an 
important  part.  The  Union  is  fundamen- 
tally a  clearing  house  for  ideas  in  all 
branches  of  human  effort  and  progress  in 
the  Americas.  It  provides  a  common  meet- 
ing ground  for  diplomats,  politicians, 
educators,  inventors,  writers,  artists  and 
merchants  of  the  Western  nations.  Its  key- 
note is  to  dissolve  prejudices  and  misunder- 
standings, to  effect  an  interchange  of 
thought  and  culture  between  the  English- 
speaking  north  and  the  Latin  American 
countries,  chiefly  through  exchange  of 
educators,  lectures,  and  translations  of  the 
best  literature  in  the  respective  countries. 
Mr.  Cecil  Rhodes  aimed  at  similar  ideals  in 
his  Foundation  Scholarships.  With  such 
bonds  mutual  commerce  is  a  natural 
sequence. 

Latin  America  can  afford  to  smile  at  Lady 
Palmerston's  indiscreet  generalization  of  its 
status,  but  we  must  ask  ourselves  how  far 
it  reflected  an  official  viewpoint  of  stilted 
snobbery  and  sacrosanct  ignorance  in  world 
affairs  which  has  been  so  detrimental  to  the 
interests  of  the  British  Isles,  a  potent  factor 
in  the  gentle  art  of  making  enemies, 
expecting  their  trade  as  a  matter  of  course. 


THE     END. 
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